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Giving an Account of the extraordinary Ac - 


cidents that defell him both on Land and 
at Sea; from Ws firſt going on the briny 
Ocean, to his comfortable Retirement near 
his old Shipmate's Seat in Kent, 


— — —_ —— _ 


« Life's like the Sea, in conſtant motion. 


London: 
PanTzD BY ROBERT BASSAM, 
No. 53 Se. Fohn's-Street, Wejt-Smithfield ; 
And mey be had at the Temple of the Muſes, Finſbury» 


Square; Symonds or Hamilton, Paternofter-Row; _ 


Cnampaate and WItrow, Aldgate; aud of all the 
Bookſeilers. a 


Price One Shilling.) 
1797 


© THE 3 / 5 
Life and Adventures 


or e 
TOM TACKLE, A . ll 
3 or | | 

; | 


| 
| 
| 

i 
{ 
| 


- 
F 


MVSEVMJI. 


| T 
3 


LY 


* 


N ‚ 44 CK: 


| HIST ORIES of the Live. of Sailors and di- 
diers are generally the wort of Fancy; and the 
| Incidents #hey ccord have ſeldom had any exiff- 


ence but in the minds_of the writers: but, the 


reader is aſſured that, the Life and Adventures 


of TOM TACKLE, comain a faithful Narra- 
tive bf the accidents that befel an Engliſh Seaman 
in bis Voyage from Youth to Old-Age; and are 
no committed to the preſi with a view of in- 
Aructia and amuſing thoſe whoſe youthful year! 
preclude them from. a knowledge of Mankind, 
and to make thrm acquainted with the habits and 
diſpoſition of that World of which they are be- 
come members, and through which they are fated 
to paſ* a probationary Life. 
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| Relates bis Birth and Apprentice ip; his date | 
| "BUY maſftbr and going to ſta; his return to his 

| * maſter and ſerving the remainder of his time: 

his ſecond woyage, in which he gets into favor 

with the crew, and is mticeũ by the officers 5 bis 

courage and intrepidity in flopping a leak in the 

veſſel; and in danger of loſing bis life Sy 4 


violent feuer into which he vas thrown by a tos 


free application of Brandy; his recovery and” 
returi to Frigland; his getting into fawvou? with 
a Wapping landlady, wwho di iſcards him on his 
money becoming exhaufled ; and in cenſcquence 
of her ingratitude, engaging with the ſits 
| e weſſel. bound to' America. . 


Tren Tackle, who is the ſubjcct of 
the following narrative, as the ſon of 
reſpectable parents, and at the age of fourteen - 
was pleced by his father with a very eminent 
A 3 tradeſman 


| 
| 
| 
1 
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| 
| tradeſman in the city of London. Tom was 
| naturally of a very. roving diſpoſition, and was 
therefore ill able to bear the neceſſary con- 
| finement of apprenticeſhip, Neither was 
I Tom very fond of work, but on all occaſions 
(| diſcovered an Sbitidais'ridlination for idleneſs, 
which was derived from his acquaintapce with 
| bad companions; for Tom was not naturally 
| fo. This circumſtande was very diſagree - 
ble to his maſter, and matter of no leſi regret 
|| to. his-farents, who had. ſevetal times received 
{ complaints againſt: him, as well of his lazineſs 
a+. of the diſreſpect he always ſhewed. 10 his 
maſter and his whole. familys. > Tp 


The remonſtrancer-of his beate, hor the 
correction of his maſter, which was frequently 
IGerally and juſtly beſtowed on him for his 
idleneſs and» impertinence, effected not the 

if leaſt reformation in the behaviour of this 
$ youth; but on the contrary his evil habits 
| ſeemed to increaſe with his ſtrength aud years; 
| ſo that his maſter aud age think 
him incorrigible, 


f F 


a ert 2 

seeing that he was uwe detetthined to ac in 
direct oppoſition to every command and advier, 
| his maſter concluded to ſend him to ſea, as the 
l moſt 


* 
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moſt likely means of curing kim of his bad 
behaviour, and was looking but a birth for 


him, when Tom, hearing from ſome of the- 


ſervants in the houſe what was going forward, 


ſaved him the trouble, by ſtealing away pri- 
vately, and entering himfelf on board a veſſel 


then, tying in the river, and bound to India, 


his #66 in the year 1757 in the war be- 


tween France and her allies, and this country; 
in which the daring ſpirit and gallantry of the 
Britiſh navy diſplayed itſelf with unexampled 


luſtre, ſtruck terror into the heatts of its ene- 


mies, and held in awe and ſubjection the whole 
maritime world, Tn the heat of this con- 
teſt his preſent Majeſty, King George the third, 


aſcended the throne, amidſt the acclamations 
of a people elated with ſucceſs, and firmly at- 


tached to his perſun and government. 


In this voyage our hero ſuffered many and 
great hardſhips, and learned, by experience, 
the difference between a ſervice in a quiet re- 
gular family on ſhore, where the tempeſt ne- 
ver rages, where proviſions never fall ſhort, 
and where the night is paſſed in quiet and un. 
diftarbed flumbers, and that on board a ſhip 


ex * tothe 25 of the elements, hexe every 


momeur 


” — 
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* 
moment teems with deſtruction, and where the 


neceſſary . refreſhments of nature ate often 


wanted, and night after night ſpent in laþori- 


ous and fearful watchings. Ve thoughyleſs 6 
yonths, who are placed, by the care and Alten 
tion of your anxious parents beneath, the roof, 


of the induſtrious mechanic, who have oppor- 11 
tunities of acquiring a Knowledge of trades, 
by, which you will be enabled to earn a futue 
livelihood, when your parents and relatives are , 
no more, and whey you can no longer Jogk up 
to them for aſiſtance, take advice from one, .. 
who, though not far in years, has ſeen no in- 
conſiderable pait of the world, in the manners 
of mankind !. Obey withou t reluctance the law-._, 
ful commands of thoſe under, whoſg authgiity , 
you are placed; waſte not their property, but 
_ regulate whatever is committed to your charge 
with the ſame care as you would diſpoſe of 
thcſe things which belong to yourſelves; re- 
ceive remonſtrance as advice, and ſhew that you 
conſider it as ſuch, by your readineſs to alter 
that part of your behaviour which brought. 
forth complaints, „ 


The hiſtory of the induſtrious and the idle 
apprentice, as exhibited by the 781 of the 
inimitable Hogartb, is a fit ſubj ect for the con- 
Me cem plation 


ON 
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templation of thoſe who are under indeatures. 
The happineſs reſulting from the conduct of. 
the former, and the miſery attendant on that 
of the latter, afford an excellent moral, and 1 
moſt earneſtly recommend thoſe engravings 10: 
the attention of ſuch of my readers who at pre- 
ſent have aſſumed, ot intend hereafter to take 
on them, the name of SPECS 

During this orange. many and Fe were. 
the times tha: Tom wiſhed himſelf, at home, 
and, repeatedly did he regret. leaving the roof 
of his waſter. - But his wiſhes and regrets were 
unable to extricate , bim from the difficulties 
and hardſhips which his idle and per verſe con · 
duct had expoſed bim to. He was compelled 
to, bear his lot, Fong a friend to whom he 
could utter his complaints; nor could he find 
any copſylation, in his on breaſt. being 
conſcidus . having provoked the fate he 
now-{uffexed. .. At length, after, an abfence-of 
eighteen months, Tom bailed the ſhoyes of old 
England, aod immediately on his landing, went 
to the houſe of his maſter, with whom he ſervy-... 
ed the remainder. of his time. He now appear ., 
ed aſhamed of his former ill conduct, and ſhewed . 
an intention of ſettling to his buſineſs ; and hig 
friends received great pleaſure from theſe cit- 


cumſſances. 


» — 
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| Before the time of his apprenticeſhip e- 
pired, Tom loſt his parents, a loſs which the | 
good advice and. kind treatment of his maſter 

| ,  in' fome-meaſure ſupplied; and which tender- 
| © ed this misfortune more taſy than under any | 
leſs favonrable circumſtances it could have | 

proved. Tom, thongh he poſſeffed'many bad 
| qualities, had nevertheleſs ſome good ones. 
| His vices he had acquired from an improvidept 
| Intercourſe and acquaintance with the Fulle and, | 
| vulgar ; his virtues he inherited from nature. 
Though always ready to follow bad examples 
and to join in any ſort of miſchief, he notwith- 
ſtanding was capable of bod deeds ; and it 
requited no great penetratibi to diſcover, from 
the generab tenor of bis conduct, that he acted 

wrong through the advice of wore rele 
when left to the natural bias of his own mind 
his actionb had a tendency towards doing good. 


Tom being now his own maſter; and having 
met with ſeveral of the ſhip's crew with whom ' 
he bad failed to India, they prevailed on him 

to take another trip to the Eaſt, and he en- 

gaged with the captain as a man before the. 
maſt; in which capacity he commenced. 
his ſecond voyage. "6 wat he my 


232333 
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Ihe jocularity ud eoarſe witticiſms of Tom 
engaged the attention of the forecaſtle;men ; 

and bis ſongs, and his jeſts, (for Tom could 
it a, merry ſtave," and bad always a jeſt at 

command,) made him much noticed by the 
officers of the ſhip. Tom was too cunning 
to neglect the means of improving their good 
opinion, as through them he looked for pre- 
ferment, and therefore ſeized every opportu- 
vi af rendering them ſervices and contribut- 
ing to their amuſement. In theſe attempts he 
Was generally ſuceeſsful, for they always treat- 
ed Tom with civility and reſpect. 


' This familiarity of bis ſuperiors made him 


take upon him ſometimes more than became - 


him; and frequently expoſed him to the in- 
ſults of the reſt of the crew, who ſaw with an 
envious and jealous eye the civilities he re- 
cejyed, and the notice that was paid him. Tom 
howeyer, gave them as good as they ſent, and 
paid them in their own coin; fo that after 
a while they let bim enjay at quiet his good 
fortune, and never troubled themſelves with 
- Either him or his affairs. 


1 Befides the qualifications of joking and ſin g- 
ing, Tom had others of a more important na- 


11 ture, 
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ture, and which indeed, t6 the honour of the 


nation und the navy, fe Engliſn failsr are 
Pgettitiite of, courage to brave the moſt forny- 
"dable danger, Sd editor to en age the 
" hardieſt diffictilty.” In the moment of peril be 
was the firſt to ſtep forward; and was always 
the moſt alert and ready in che performance of 
„„ „ e 


5 0 4 . 
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- Tithe courſe of this voyage be had feveral 


oppoftinities of Urſ) playing theſe laſt lub Ica- 
toms ; the molt effential of which was during 
a violent gale of wind, hen the 'ſhip*had 
ſprung a leak, and her hold was nearly: alf 
full of water. Much pains had been taken to 
qiſcover this leak, hut withotit ſucceſs ; the 
veſſel was'hourly in danger of going down, and 
every ſucceeding moment became more dau- 
gerone. The men at-the- pump were Juice 
exhauſted, the greateſt part of the” crew few 
to prayers, as the only means left tb ſave” hem 
from imperiding deſtructioh; and in tart 


gteateſt confalon 'reighzd thröugh the Thi ß. | 
In the midſt of this diſtreſſing ſcene, Tom, 


whole courage and reſolution” was eg. A 
to any danger, and who ſeemed, to. ſet 
Do other, lg 86" Ade ie! N 
could render it ſerviceable to 

3742 N with 
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with the greateſt intrepidity dived under her 
e ee aud r W er the leak. 

IT / 86 Halloo lads,” ſaid he; wh "4 came ap, 
* chearly meſſmates, cheatly brother tate. 
1 bave found ont the leak, Come buſtle, 
- buſtle boys, let's have ſome heef to flop 

it up. Never deſpair my hearts of oak, an 

| - ill ſw im had tem the ſea. 3 


. , p 
1 : L : A 0 12 | | 


This was jortl--x news to the deſpaeing 


crew, who immediately prepared the nece ſſaty 
materials for ſtopping the leak. The officers 


ordered him plenty of brandy to guard him from 


cutching cold when immerſcd in the water, and 


thus prepared he again deſcended, and 
after an incredible deal of fatigue, atten d- 


ed with much diſficuliy and danger, be ſne- 


ceeded in effectvally ſtopping the 'cauſe'6f 
their extreme danger. In the mean me the 
| crew returned to the pumps, and found the 
water to deereaſe, and the ſhip to lighten 
apace; and after a few hours bard pumping 
very little: water was. left in the well, and every 
Spare of a oy ron: 


Tem was now be by all on date 15 
ibe prefeiver of their lives, aud they Beftow- 


22 B | ed 
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ed on him a. profuſion of thanks and — 
which though of a coarſe and unpoliſhad natui a 
were nevertheleſs the effuſions of grateful 
minds. The officers of the ſlip made Tom 
ſome valuable preſents; and this proof of his | 
comrnge. and intrepidity raiſed hini ſtill higher 
in their eſteem. But Tom ſaid it was all no- 
thing at all, he did no more than his duty, and 
the man who would not do that, and aſſiſt his 
fellow creature in diſtreſs, was not deſerving the 
2 of a Briton, and naps: chathQec. 
a Tar, UPI 


| 
| 
8 | 
| 
1 
| 
| 


It cannot be doubted but that the acuvity of 
Tom had ſaved the veſſel from finking. ; fer 
in all probability had the leak remained open 
but a few-hours longer, ſhe would have gone 
to the bottom. The joy which the crew eviu - | 
ced on this providential eſcape from death, was 
natural, though perhaps carried too far, and | 
ite conſequences had likely to have proved fatal 
to poor Tom. Their exceſs of gratitude 40 | 
him for having preſerved their lives, Which 
was diſplayed in their plying bim well, with 
ſtrong liquors, produced in Tom a very violent 
fever, and confined- him ſeveral weeks a cloſe 
ptiſoner to his hammock ; in the courſe of 
which he had many times been eee 
| "the. 


dor rom TACKLE: a 15 


ile ſurgeon of the veſſel, This circnmſtance 
occaſioned a great melancholy throughont the 
ſhip, and every one laimented the conſequence 
which was likely to enſue from their impru 
dent excefs and extravagant mirth, But the 
diforder,. when it arrived at a criſis, took a fa- 
vourable turn, and notwithſtanding the feats of 
the ſurgeon, and the apprehenſtons of the erew 
Tom's bark was again faſęly moored in the 
harbour of health, and he once more hailed 

the ſhores of old England; rich in the eſteem of 
all who knew bim, and rich in pocket. f 


The benevolence of Tom's heart uicht 
let him ſee any in diſtreſs without relirving 
them; for he eſteemed money of no other va- 
lue bur as it enabled him to purchaſe the ne- 
ceſſaries of life, and relieve the neteſſities of the 
poor and friendleſs. This proneneſs to cha- 


rity very often made him the dupe of the art- 


ful and diſhoneſt; for if an object of diſtreſs 


met his eye, he did not tay to confider whether 


it deſerved relief, it was enongh for him to 
krow that it ſtood in need of aſſiſtanee. An 
truth, when be met an avowed enemy, (for 
even Tom had enemies) diſtreſſed and in po- 
verty, he freely adminiſtered to his wants, and 
in the ſufferings of the man, forgot liis vices, 
and the injuries he had ſuſtained, | 
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Thus rich, and thus benevolent, Tom had 
many friends. While in the river Tom be- 
came acquainted with a Wapp' ng dame, Who 
retailed liquors to the ſailors. Seeing that 
Tom was very fluſh of caſh, ſhe treated him 
with great civility ; and fore lay ſne granted 
him favours which Eugliſh tars are never 
againſt receiving. Tom was highly. gratificd 
by the partiality of this lady, who, by the bye, 
in ſcoring two for one, and taking preſents from 
him, had drained him of all his caſh, ; an event 
which as ſaon..as ſhe became informed of, had 
a wonderful effect on her behaviour towards 
the credulous Tom, to whom ſhe would now 
ſcarce deign to ſpeak ; and refuſed to let him 


have any more liquor till he had paid a ſcore 


of eighteen ſhillings that he had left unpaid, 1 
This Tom could not do, having given the lait 
ſhilling he had to an old crippled tar, who was 
begging on Tower-hill. Now, and not till 
nqw, he perceived the baſeneſs of the wreich 
whom he had been careſſing, (and on whom he 
had ſquandered the chief part of his hard-carn- 
ed-wealth) and his own credulity. To com- 
plain or to expoſtulate was of no uſe; he left 
the houſe, and meeting with a captain of whom | 
he, had ſome knowledge, and who, was then 


rica, 


in ſcarch of hands for his * bound to Ame- 


wo 
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rica,” Tom engaged with him for tae-vayage ; 


aud drew xz couple of guineas on advance, 
which the captain readily let him have on 


heating that he was without money. He di- 


rely returned to the landlady, anddiſcharged 
his ſcore. She ſteing that Tom had got a frefh 
ſupply of caſh, refumed her former-civilities, 
but the jute failed ; ſhe had unmaſked her 
character, and Tom was proof againſt her arts, 
He took his change, and after reprozehing her 
for her duplicity and ingratitude, repaired to - 
h's veſſel, which a few days after weighed an- 
chor, and directed her courſe to the ſhores of 
America, on which our hero will be fopnd i in 
the next chapter. 


DDr os. 
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CHAP, II. 


Tom arrives at Charl;flown ; flays three month* 
| there; does not like the People; ſails for 
Nuſſia, and gets made boat/trwain on board a 
Ship of the line; his ſcamanſbip offends the Ad- 
miral of the fleet, æubo threatens to break him; 
leaves the Ruſſian /ervice ; returns to England; 
gets a ſhip for Famaica, butis prifſed out, an 
* ſent on board à tender; Mumours of a tenders 


hold defcribed. 


HE two gnineas which Tom had received 

of the captain, enabled him to diſcharge 

the whole of his debts on ſhore, and he left old 
England with the fatisfaCtion of being well 
thought on by every one who knew him. 


Even the Wapping dame, mercenary as ſhe was, 


and 


* 
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and infamouſly as ſhe had treated him after hav 
ing waſted his ſubſtance on her, could” not 
bot ſubſeribe to the good characte. which eve · 

_ Ty one was ready to give him. n 


The unſuſpecting nature of Tom, and tlie 
unbounded generofity of his heart, frequentix 
involved him in ſimilar predicawents ; and 
notwithſtanding that experience was continu- 


ally diſcovering to him the ingratitude of the 


world, he never profited by the leſſons ſhe 
taught him; for when his difficulties were 
removed by the accidental aec eſſion of wealth, 
—and' he had nv difficulties but what aroſe 
from the want of caſh—he forgot every mqut» 
etude which the ill-treatment of mankind OC» 
caſioned. | 
In this veſſel Tom arrived ſafely at Charles: 
town, a port then belonging to the crown of 
Great Britain, but wreſted trom it in the un- 
natural conteſt between this country and 
America; and is now dependent te the nni- 
ted States, Tom reſided at this place about 
three months; but, — to uſe his own phraſe 
not liking the 7ankrys, he went from thence jn 
a Ruſſiat veſſel, and on his arrival at Peterſburg 
meeting an old friend he obtained à war. 
rant as EINER on board a fhip of the 

line 
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Uns; in which capacity, the ſuperiqrity of hie 
kill, as a ſcaman, was very conſpic unuus; and 


true it is, and pity tis true.“ expoſed him ta 


the zuger of the admiral of the fleet. 


Under the direftions of. Tom, the grew vf | 


the ſhip, on which he was aboard, was enabled 
to work the veſſel. ſooner and eaſier than any. , 


other in the fleet; at, night ſhe was the laſt 


that began to ſhorten fail, and yet the firſt that 
finiſned this operation, The expertneſs and, 
good ſeamanſhip which diſtinguiſhed Tom's 


* 


7 


ſhip above all tke reſt, excited the anger of 
the Admiral, who ſent out his boat for the 
captain, The captain afſigns, as a reaſon for 


the eaſy method and quickneſs of working his 


ſhip, that ſhe is under the management of an 


ENGLISHMAN, Tom is now had on board 


the flag ſuip; but, uot the leaſt daunted by the 


ſterneſs of the commander, offers to ſhew to 


the reſt. of the boatſwains of the flect his | 


method. The reader will allow, that for this 


generous offer Tom, at leaſt, deferved to be 


thanked; but, ſtrange to tell, his; friendly 


offer was treated with contempt, and himſelt, 


after three years hard ſervice, threatened to 


be br oke . 


This 
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This was a fevere ſtroke to poor Tom, 
whoſe good ſeamanſhip, and the praiſe it ge- 
nerally received, formed the greateſt pleaſure 


of his life; and ſeemingly mere than com- 
penſated ſor every hardſhip he underwent, 


Is the meritorious conduct of the ſailor thus 
treated ia the Britiſh navy? No, the Britſh 
tar, who amidſt the perilous ſtorm, and in the 
heat of battle, diſcovers ſkill, courage and 
intrepidity, never fails to meet the thanks of 
his officers ; and, though merit is often by the 
chicanery of little minds, and to ſerve party 
purpoſes, thruſt aſide to make room for igno- 


rance and audacity, yet it is always eſteemed, 


yy adniir ed. 


On board Tom! s veſſel the greateſt re gu- 
Jarity was obſerved : and during the whole of 


the time that he held the office of boatſu ain, 
not a man was ever flogged, though this harſh 
treatment was frequently repeated in every 
ather ſhip. The captain and officers treated 
him with exemplary kindneſs ; and he was 
equally beloved by the whole ciew. His firn- 
ation was, perhaps, in every reſpect more 


eaſy than it had hitherto been ; but ſtill Tom. 


was determined to quit the ſervice of the Im- 


peri ſtate, and return to his native country. 


The 
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The contempt his. friendly offers: had received 

from the Admiral, and the puniſhment he had- 
been threatened with, though he dared not 
reſent, yet he could neither forget nor forgire; 

and he determined to return to port and ſolicit his 
diſcharge, which after much entreaty, and ex- 
treme reluctance on the part of the captain, he 

received, and then engaged with à London 
trader, with whom he came to 3 


Soon after Tom's ral in Engiand, he 
got a birth in a veſſel bound for Jamaica, but 


broke ont with America. This cireumſtance made 
the captain, whoſe ſhip was richly frei zhtedy 
determine on taking the benefit of convoy, 
which the merchants had applied for to the 
- - admiralty, In the mean time preſs warran's' 
were iſſued, and a ſharp preſs on the river took 
place. Every veſſel was ſearched, and among 
the reſt that in which Tom was, who, 
with the greateſt part of the crew, were lugged 
out, and conveyed-on board the tender. 


In conſequence of the London Waggon (4 
ſmall tender ſo called that carries the volun- 
teers and impreſſed men from the Tower to” 
the receiving ſhip at the Nore,) having failed ' 

m 


befare ſhe left the river, the unfortunate war 
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| in the morning with the hands that had been 
Cn the preceding day, Tom was the 1 
| fiſt perſon whyentered the hold, and of courſe 1 
| was captain of this delightful place. Among | 
| a number of unfortunate beings whom the 1 
q ſtrong arm of power had deprived of their li- | 
-þerties, were a Scotchman, a taylor and a ſno -- 
maker, with a numerous party of runaway = | 
apprentices. No ſooner was this groupe aſ- 9 
| ſembled in the hold, than Tom called on each 
man for a ſhilling (which is the uſual fee paid 
on entering this place) to purchaſe liquor to 
make merry with, if it was poſſible for mirth | 
to exiſt in a Stuntion fo forlorn ; and the bet- | 
| ter to expedite the payment of this cuſtymary 1 
fee, notwithſtanding the etiquette of the place | 
excuſed him from paying it, Tom, with his 
uſnal generoſity; threw down his ſhilling. 1 


The taylor was the firſt called on for bis 
ſnilling; and at the ſame time an order given | 
to thote on the deck to hand down three pots | 
of porter, if it may be called' by that name ; 
but ſmall beer at a cellar in St. Giles's was far 


| 

preferable to the adulterated beverage dealt 
| outin this place, Here, as in a ſpunging houſe, 
| thoſe who ſerve the liquor, thongh they get 
a ow of cight-pence in the ſhilling, think 
their 
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their gains too ſmall. This delicious ſtoff 
was poured through the grating into a tin 
car, which was none of. the cleaneſt; not- | 
withſtanding whieh, and the. badneſs of the 
liquor, it was very. acceptable to theſe, poor 
creatures, whoſe number by this time had en- 
ereaſed to hear forty; and the ſpace aſſigued 
them was only forty feet long, - wenty»four 
broad, and eighteen qeep; with à grating 
about three feet ſquare at the top for the ad- 
- miſſion of lizht and air. | | '# 


The beer was handed down as ſoon as called 
for; the decent appearance of Mr. Sup, 
preventing any fuſpicſon of his being unable 
to pay for it; yet when aſked for the money, 
he declayed that he had not a ſouce In the 
world, He had, it icems, ſpent the whole pf 
his week's earnings in company. with ſome 
brothers of the thimble; and being afraid to 
go home to his termagant wife on {uch an op- 
cyſion, reſolved to retrieve his fortune in the 
ſervice of his country. The Spaniflr, war 
would perhaps put a trifle in his way, if an un- 
lucky ball did nat take off his nob, and gold he 
obſerved would make peace at home for ever; 
and nothing but money would is his ribs 
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Some of the company, when the taylor had 
finiſhed his diſcourſe, not crediting what he 


had faid, were fur taking off his upper gar- 


ment to Citisly bis - garniſh money, but Tom 
interpoſed in his behalf, and having obtained 
ſilence, ſubmitted to them a meaſure which he 
thought would determine the queſtion whether 
he really was without money. Ir wonld he a 
pity, he obſerved, to take from a fellow crea- 
ture in diſtreſs any part of his cloathing, or 
to wiſufe him becavſc he had the misfortune to 
be poor, the more ſo as the waggon would 
ſoon return, and when they were ſhifted om 
board her, they might have an overflow of 
cold as they now had of heat; he would there- 
fore make a motion, which it it pleaſed them, 
they might confirm into ad aw. 


This was no leſs than an oæth to be taken by 
the perſon, who, on being aſked tor garniſh 
money, declared himſelf unable to pay it; 

and as it was a fair preſumption that thoſe 


who entered yoluntarily on board, were not 


much troubled with money, he thought the 
oath he had to propoſe would be highly proper 
and fatisfaftory. He then delivered the fol- 


lowing proteſtation. 
8 « 7 
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« 1 4. B. do declare that hows ebb 


_ ney, watch, flver buckles, or any thing exacpt the 
cloatbing which is necefſary for my immediate wear 
that will raiſe one Hilling. So help me'Bob. 


A clean fide of the po po tub, is then to be 


kiſſed by the perſon who takes this oath; and 
who, if it is demanded, is to ſuffer himſelf to 
de fearched, If this touldnot be requeſted, and 


it is afterwards diſcovered that he has ſworn 
falſely, he is to. undergo the following puniſh- 
ment, viz. To be lathered with the contents 
of tbe po po tub, and remain with his naſe over it 


for one hour, and then ſbaved with. a piece of i irox 
bop. Theſe propoſitions of Tom being a- 


greed to nc. con. and many of the party, from 
the ſmart appearance of Mr. Snip, doubting 
the truth of what he had ſworn, they demand - 


ed a ſearch, which the knight of the thimble did 


not ſhrink from, but readily ſubmitted himſelf 


to their examination. The reſult of their 
. ſearch was highly honourable to the ſon of 


cabbage, and he was favowably acquitted. 
But the beer ſtill remained unpaid for, and nei- 


ther the oath which the taylor had taken, nor 


his honourable acquittal from the ſuſpicion of 
his fellow captives, ceuld ſatisfy the impaticut 
clamours of the man on deck; who inceflantly 


called for the money for the three pots of beer. 
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Toth ſering that this would lead to a ſquad” 
ble, and interrupt the mirth of the place, ſaid 
he would pay Snip's ſhot himſelf, and imme- | 
diately handed up the caſh, at the ſame time 4 
calling on bodkin for a channt, who ſtruck off |! 
with that gCod old ſong, very applicable to the ls 
ue w life baun going to embrace 0 


6 Hww lil do the n 3 3 

What we poor ſra men feel, 4 

N den waves do mount and æuindi do blow, | 
- But wwe have hearts of * 


No danger can affright us, 9 
No enen ſhall our, * | 
. * We'll make the Monfieurs right 15 
f S teſi tbe can about, 


| Stick Aout to orders, jolly mates, [| 
We'll plunder, burn, and fink; - 
f Then France have at your firftl rates, 1 
, We Britons ne'tr will ſbrint. 


| We'll rummage all we fancy, 

: And bring them in by ſcores ; 

a There is Moll, Kate, dur, and Nancy, 
k b Shall rall in lonidores. 
7 
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Mil here off Deal . ling, 

. With our xoble commodore, 
mel ſpend our wages freely boys, © 
A 43+. feud e to jen for more, ' 


In peace aw drink and/ing * 
In war well never fly ; 

Here's a health to George our King boyr, 
And the regal Fan. br 


and ee with a toaſt, ** his rib might be 
in heaven before his return. 


The next 2 called on bar garniſh mo- 


ney was Criſpin who without the leaſt heſitation, * 
and in a manner that left no room to doubt his 


ſincerity, declared thata bad ſhilling, which his 
landlady had palmed on him in ſertling his Sa- 
turday night's ſcore, and four-pence in copper 


was the a hole of his ſtock t to this he added 


they were welcome. and if he had had any more 
they ſhould have it with pleaſure. Indeed he 


declared that his extreme poverty was the cauſe 
of his going to ſea, He had many difficulties 
to enehunter with on ſhore, his debts were nu- 
merous, and beyond his power, by the hardeſt 


labour, to diſcharge, he therefore ventured n , 
the 


7 
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in the fortune of war, and if ſo be he gained p 


prize, and had the good hap to ſhare the plun”. 


der of a lich Spaniſh galleon, he would, as ſoon 
as he returned to England, pay all his debts 


and prove himſelf an honeſt man: if he was 
killed, he. hoped his creditors would forgive 
him, and think a Britiſh ſeaman falling in the 

defence of his king and country deſerved to be 


remembered with kindneſs, 


This apology of Criſpin was received by the * 
whole company with great applauſe; and to do 


honor to his plainneſs and integrity, the titular 


Saint of his profeffion, well known by the 
name of Criſpin, was drank with three huz- 


Zas, 


Notwithſtanding the mirth that reigned a- 


mong theſe thoughtleſs beings, there were on 
board two young lads of a ſeeming melancho- 
ly turn of mind, and who had before attracted the 


notice of Tom. The loud huzzaing of tte * 
crew made no impreſſion on theſe lads; a ful- 


len ſourneſs was exhibited in their countenances, 
and they looked with diſdain on all around them, 
To theſe dull beings Tom addreſſed himfelf, 
and familiarly enquired the cauſe Which brought 
them on board the tender. The youngeſt of 

| B 3 the 
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the two anſwered, that having had ſome words 


with their maſter,” who bad ſtruck them, and 


as they conceived, otherwiſe ill-uſ. d them, they” 


had refolyed to deprive him of the benefit of 


their labour; and to that end they ran away in- 
tending. to enter themfelves on board a man of 
war. Before however, they put the latter part 
of their reſolution into practice, they went with 
ſome of their companions, to a hop, which was 
heid weekly in the neighbourhood of the 
Tower, to take leave of their acquaintance, and 
while they were revelling with their laſſes, a 

party of the preſs-gang rufhed into the room. 
In a moment all was hurry and confuſion : the 
women ſcreamed, ſome of the young fellows 
eſcaped out of the windows, others more ſpirited 


' fought with the ſailors, but many of them were 


overpewered and fecured ; among theſe were 
the two now on board, who not having any. 
friends, nor in fact defiring any, to reſcue them 
by feeing the officers, had been brought to ths 
Prue place, 


Tom here aſked them many queſtions rela- 
tive to their labour, food, lodging, and other. 
treatment. Theſe they faid were very good ; 
and on being queſtioned as to their behaviour 
to their maſter, they i confeſſed wn 

their 
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their conduct had been very aggravating. . Tom 
ſhook his head, and told them that they bad 
ard from the frying pan into the fre, and 
| that a ſhort time would convince them of their 
folly. | 7 
They faid that no maſter on earth ſhould 
ſtrike them ; and if he had not done fo they 
' had ſtill been in the ſervice of him they had now 
deſerted, | 


Tom” obſerved to them that they had confeſ- 
ſed their conduct to have heen very aggravat- 
ing, and that they were originally the tranſ- _ 
greſſors. You forgot, ſaid he, to treat him 
as your ſuperior, and by your miſeonducdt 
brought on yourſelves the puniſhment which 
| you experienced, You ſhould have held the 
| old proverb in mind, that“ good jack mates 
⁊ good pill.” Had you done this, my word 
for it you had not been beaten. Believe me, 
my youngſters, continued Tom, you will meet | 
with much harder treatment in the, place you 1 
are now going to, than in the one you have ſo 
fooliſhly run from. Your maſter for a great 
fault but ſparingly corrected you, here you will 
be ſeverely puniſtied for no fault at all; and if 
you look angry or mutter, you will then have 

a 
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a double allowance of the rattan. However, 
ivy lads, I wiſh you well, and I do not doubt but 


that you will ſhew ths ſame ſpirit of reſiſtance 


againſt the enemies of your country as vou 


have done to your maſter. 


Tom then torned to the other part of the- 


crew, who were vociferating loudly for the 
Scotchman's garniſh money. Sawney however 


ſhewed no diſpoſition to comply with their re- 
queſt, and fat very compoſedly ſhrugging his 
ſhoulders and taking ſnuff. His inſenſibility 
and ſullenneſs, would perhaps ſoon have expoſed 
him to the indignation of the crew, had not 


Tom, by his authority as captain of the place, 


ſuppreſſed their promptneſs to ill treat the 
hardy Scot. _ 

Tom readily perceived the Scotchman's ig- 
norance of the cuſtoms ofthe place, and endea- 
voured to explain them to him, but all he could 
get from him was, Hoot, hoot awa' man, [I 
ken unco' weel what ye're ſeeking, —but the 


de*cl rin ow'r me gin I ha” gotten ae ſingle - 


plack i* my pouch. | a 


This declaration of the Scot, though ſtrictly 
true, was diſbelieved by the greateſt part of the 


company, who inſiſted on his 3 the oath, 
which 


ö 
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which the captain had propoſed, and which had 
1 adminiſtered to the taylor. 


we vary weel,” ſaid Sawney, 45 vary weel, 

ſirs, I'ſe tak' yer aith, gin that'll pleaſure ye; 
but bide ye there, for the firſt ane that Crooks 
a thumb o'e; me fall find it nae bairn's play be- 
tween us; - that's the ſpeerit of a Scotſman, — 
ſae tak* yer wulls o't, as the cat did ofthe hage 
gies, when ſhe lickit the meat, and crap? into 
tae bag.” 

This inclination of the Scetcliman to. reſiſt 4 
ceremony which others had ſubmitted to, was 
underſtood by thoſe preſent as wiſhing to evade 
the payment of the garniſh money ; and thzy 
all to a man declared their intention to ſearch 
him. Sawney now repeated his reſolution not 
to ſubmit to-this diſgrace, aud faid, “that he 
was hae true Sco* that wad ha clap a ſhov'der 


again ſic a deeviliſh c:mb nation, 


Tom now perceived that the diſpute between 
the Scotchman aud the other impteſſed men, 
would lead to ſerious conſequerices, unleſs it 
was ſettled. He queſtioned Sawney very par- 
ticularly relative to the means by which he had 


carned his living, and readily diſcovered from 
fad _ 
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his anſwers, the probability of his being with out 
money. Tom then in a ſet ſpeech barangued 


the whole crew, pointing out the impoſſibiliiy 


of the Scotchman's poſſefling any caſh, and ad- 
vifing them to accept his cath, and avoid their 
privilege of ſearching him. The intereſt which 
Tom had gained o, er his fellow priſoners, was 
ſuch as effected a perfect reconciliation between 


the contending parties, and the harmony of . 


the company was again reſumed. 


The ſame demand of garniſh money was 


made to every individual in the ſhip, and thoſe 


v ho had the good fortune to be in the . fle ſſion 
of any caſh, readily complicd ; and thoſe who 
had none were invited to drink of the beverage 


that was quaffed, and to join in the mirth of 
the crew. 


Theſe revels laſſed till near two in the 
morning, when their liquor being quite ex- 
hauſted, and their pockets entirely empty, they 
betook themſelves to reſt. on the planks of the 


veſſel, and for a few hours forgot their ſituation, 


and their cares. 


In the morning they were ordered on deck 
to undergo an examination, and ſuch as were 


found | 


- 
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found fit for his Majeſty's ſervice were put on 
| board the Londen Waggon, whicy had now re- 
| turned for a freſh caigo of impreſſed hands, 

and thoſe who were diſapproved were diſcharged 
and ſent on ſhore. As for Tom he was re- 
cognized by many of the failors preſent, aud 

declaring bis. wiſh to ſerve the king, and to 
fight in the defence of his country, was entered 
a volunteer, and admitted to the ſame privilege 
as are allowed to men of this deſcription, while 
the others were put into the hold and conveyed 
to the receiving ſhip at the Nore. 


A very ſhort time after, Tom was appointed 
on board a ſhip uf war, whete his activity, good 
ſailorſhip, and undaunted caurage, 1ccom- 

mended him to the notice of his officers, and * 
the friendſhip aud eſleem of his fellow ſailors. 
Indeed it was innpofſible that his good qualities 
eould long remain unknown. His readineſs to 
do ſervice to any one who needed affiftance, his 
kill in the avocation he followed, and many 


hundred other good qualifications, were {ure to 
gain him notoriety. 


-”. 


His purſe was always open to the neceſſities 
of a fellow creature in diſtreſs; and notwith- 
landing that in his daily voyage through life 


ne 
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he had indubitable proofs of the warld's in- 
gratitude, yet the benevolence of his heart 
"was not injured thereby, and the unkindnefs 
of others could never prevent the exerciſe of 
bis own generons feelings, or make him indif- 
ferent to the ſorrows and wants of the indigent 
andthe poor, 
We would have the reader believe that the 
character here ſketched of 'a Britith ſeaman is 
not confined in its application to a ſingle indi- 
"vidual ; no, thouſands of our brave tars merit 
the ſame encominm which is here given to ho- 
[neſt Tom Tackrt. Courage, humanity, ge- 
nerolity, and benevelence are the characteriſtics 
of an Engliſh ſailot, and he is deſervedly the 
admiration. of tlie whole world. 


Soon after Tom's appointment on board'thi® 
ſhip war, which was the Prothee of lixty-four 
guns, a rematkable faſt ſailer, that had been 
then larbly. #aken trom the French, an accident 
befell hi which had nearly coſt him his life, 
and very much disfigared his face; but the 
particulars uf this accident are reſerved for the 

next chapter, to which we refer the reader, 
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CHAP, III. 


Deſcribing an accident that befell poor Tom on 
. board the Prothee, awhich had nearly coff him his 
life : the attention that was paid him by the 
Surgeon of the ſhip, aud the reff of the crew. 2 
bis recovery from illneſs, and his relapſe from 
a fall from the croſi-trees into the 'main-tep ; by 
which he broke two of his ribs, and was con- 
fined ſeveral weeks to his hammack; with ſcve- 
ral other interefling particulars: his appoint 
ment on board the Duke man of war, in which 
He ſatls under Lord Howe to the relief of Gib- 
raltar : to- which is adiled a moſt interefling 
anecdote of himſelf on a ſimilar occaſion. 


— $:il having been diſcovered, while the 
A Prothee was on a cruize, foine of the 
* D men 


= 
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men were ordered into the hold to fhift bak 
laſt, in oriler to expedite her ſailing. Tom 
was one of the number, and, never averſe to a 
joke, or idle, when any fun was going forward, 
began tofling a nine pound ball to his com- 

anions 5 and not being the heſt cricketter in 
the world, after ſeveral rounds, Tom miſſed his 
catch: the ball ſtruck him with great force on 
the face, and down he went. Ell hatds im- 
me dintely ran to his aſſiſtance: the ball had 
come againſt him with prodigious force, and 
to all appearatice he was without any ſigns of 
life., They immediately carried him to the fur- 
geon, who, aſter clearing his face of the blood 
that hung upon it, for he had bled very much, 
examined the wound, and to the grief of the 
the whole ſlip's crew, pronounced it deſpe- 


rate. 


The ſurgeon, who was an admirer of Tom's 
good - nature and bravery, aſſured bis meſſmates 
that nothing on bis part ſhould be wanting to 
ſave his lite; but he was very apprehenfive 
that the wound he had received would cauſe 
his [peedy death, unleſs more favorable ſymp- 
toms ſhould ariſe, He then bled him freely, 
and after dreſſing bis face, had him conveyed 


to bis hammock, where he laid two days in a 
ſtate 


00 
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Hate of inſenfibility, and without ſpeaking; 
while thoſe aronnd him expected that every 
moment would be his laſt. 


In this melancholy ſituation he had every 
attendance that could poſſibly alleviate his ſuf- 
ferings. The ſurgeon or his mate was almoſt 
conſtantly with him, and it was very fortunate 
that they paid him this attention; for the ſure 
geon, thinking that a change for the better or 
worſe muſt ſhortly take place, coming to the 
birth found the poor fellow, who had been 
left a few moments by himſelf, almoſt ſuffocated 
in his blood, 


The blow he had received it ſeems had cauſ- 
ed the griſtle of his noſe o be euflamed: and 
his head had ſwelled to ſuch a prodigious ſize 
that it was impoſſible to diſtioguiſh the features 


of his face. A diſcharge in conſ=quence of this. 


ſwelling now took place, the hammock was 
overflowed, and it is conjectured that he had 
bled at leaſt fix quarts, The ſurgeun when 
the diſcharge had ſtopped, had him removed 
into a freſh hammock, and after gain drefling . 
his face, and adminiſtering to him ſome refreſh- 
ing medicines, left him to his repoſe. 


D 2 Tom 
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Tom ſlept ſoundly for ſeveral hours, and from 
this moment began to mend a pace, to the no 
ijmall'joy of the whole crew, who, to a man, were 
itrongiy pre poſſeſſed in his favour, In a ſhort 
time he was capable of doing duty, but the 


too much, leſt a relapſe ſhonld take place, and 
they knew the value of his ſervices too well to, 


ron any hazard of being deprived of their 
benefit. 


A ſtrange alteration in the features of Tom 
however teok plice, his noſe was quite indented, 
and his face looked for all the world like one 


of the natives of Guinea, But though his Face 


his king, bis miro, and his friend. X 
Some time after this accident, and whileTom 
who belonged to the main-top was on bod 
the ſame ſhip, it blew « ſtrong pale, and the 
top-gallant-ſail ſplit, Tom, who was always 
on the lock out, ſaw it, and thinking it no ſin if 
he could fave, from the ſhattered canvaſs, a pair 
of trowſcrs for himſelf and his comrades on the 
top, aſcended the ſhrouds, and having his knife 
very handy, let down the p eces, which thoſe 
below tcok care to ſtow in a ſafe place, being 


* 


was altered, his Heart ſtill remained faithful to, - 


oſlieers would not ſuffer, him to exert himſelf 
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of the ſame opinion with Tom, that they had 
an equal right with the boatſwain to ſhare the 
ſpoils of the ſhip. The Taptain's clerk who was 
on the quarter deck ſceing what was going for- 
ward, and entertaining different ideas to theſe 
poor fellows, hailed Tom, who ſeeing that he was 
detected, made the beſt haſte he could from the 
yard. And mdecd, poor fellow, he made too 


much haſte, (or ſlipping off the crols-trees, down 


he came into the top, almoſt as ſoon as the laſt 
piece of fail, Fortunately the piece which was 
intended for themſelves, was laid at one corner 
of the armcheſt, on which Tom fell ſide ways, 
and only broke.two ribs ; but his whole frame 
was ſo much ſhaken, that he was obliged to be let 
down by a tackle, and was not able to get ont of 
his hammock for a month. Mr. Offcious, who 
thought that theſe poor fellows who work the: 


hardeſt, and are expoſed to the moſt dangers, 


had no_right to ſhare in any plunder, but that 
ſuch only was the exelnſive property of the 
officers, took care to inform the captain of the 
tranſaction of which he had been a prying witneſs; 

on which a ſtrict ſearch was made after the loſt 
canvais, but it deſervedly proved fruitleſs ; for 
though almoſt every one knew where it was 
lodged, except Honeffy himſelf, yet no one 
would betray the ſecret. 


D 3 Having 
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Having failed in the proof of his accuſation, | 
Mr. Buſybody was threatened by the captain | 
with a dozen laſhes if he ever-falſely charged | 
a ſeaman again. This behaviour of the captain, 
highly delighted the whole crew, who, aſter 
giving three cheers, ſwore they would nevet 
quit him while a ſingle plank was on float. 


In the courſe of this war Tom was ſhifted 
to the Duxe, of 'ninety guns, which was one 
of the fleet of thirty-five ſail, under the com- 
mand of Lord, now Earl Howe, who was ſent 
to the relief of Gibraltar, and on that occafion 
was expoſed to the combined fleets of France 
and Spain, amounting to ſixty-ſix ſail of the | 
line? The manner in which this gallant ad- * 
miral executed this dangerons and hazardous 
commiſſion evinces the ſuperiority of the Engliſh 
in the knowledge of naval tacties, and was the | 
| wonder and admiration of the whole world, 
it With a force ſcarcely half equal to the enemy, | 
1 by his excellent method of working the fleet, 
he threw ſupplies into the garriſon, after having 
only a partial action with the combined fleets, | 
that did honor to his ſkill and bravery as a 
ſeaman, and added luſtre to the britiſh flag, [ 

An honeſt Hibernian, who vas on board the | 
Duke, obſerved that the fleets were afraid of 

| | each | 
\ ' 


| 
| 
| 
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exe other, having been in ſight ſeveral days 
without coming to an engagement, not con ſider- 


ing that it was the intereſt of the Britiſh admi- 


ral, both from the importance of the commiſhon 


with which he was entruſted and the vaſt 
 #nferiority of the force under his command, to 


avoid a cloſe action. There can be no doubt, 
from the known and well-4ried bravery of hit 
lordſhip, that had he been enabled to throw the 
ſupplies he had on board into the garriſon, but 
that he would, on the firſt offer of the enemy, 
have engaged them; and Tom, who was, per- 
haps, nearly as a good a ſeaman as the admiral, 
well knew that, notwithſtanding the maſterly 
manceuvres which he practiſed to effect this im- 
portant buſineſs, and to avoid any engagement, 
the fleets muſt ſhortly come into action, told Par 
that if he was ſo ond of fighting, he ſhould have 
it inſtead of a dinner: and ſo in fact it turned out; 
for the fleets ſoon after began a hot cannonade 
at each other, and the poor Hibernian, with 
thirteen others, in tnat ſhip, loſttheir lives in the 


eourſe of the action. 


In ſpeaking of this memorable event, an 
anecdote, highly intereſting, in waich Tom 
Tackle appears to great advaniage, and which 


in ſome degrec is one wich the foregoing 
relation, 
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relation, occurs to our recolledtion. Prior to 
Lord Howe's relieving Gih;altar, the inhabi- 
tants of Liverpool had raiſed, by ſubſcription, 
a corps of volunteers for the defence of that 
place, who were then in garriſon and perform- 
ing the duty for which they were intended. 
About three months aſter they had left England 
thoſe who had engaged theſe men in this dan- 
gerous and hazardbus ſervice, thought that 
ſalt proviſione, without any vegetables, would ill 
agree with their conſtitutions, and therefore a- 


greed to fend a ſhip-lo-d of potatoes. 


Tins laudable intention, which reflected the 
highe honor on the inventors, had a thovſand 


obſticles to cncounter before it could be finally 
accompliſhed, 


It is true veſſ»!s to convey this liberal and va- 
Inable preſent, were in great plenty, but the 
firſt "1he i), und that a very material ne, that 
preſented itſelt, was the att ining hands. to na- 
vigate her, and that would venture in ſuch a 
hazardous unde taking. The firſt ſtep towards 
th accompliſhment of this philanthropic refo- 
lution, was the purchaſinga veſſel forthe vovige, 
and the Hector privateer, of London, a fine 
diſmantled veſſel then lying in the har * = 

| ale, 
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ſale, was fixed on. This ſhip had been very 
unſucceſsful in her cruizes, and in conſequence 
| had, been paid off. She mounted, when in ſer- 
vice, twenty-two long nine- .pounders, and ten 
braſs ſwivels, carrying a ball of four pounds eacl., 
was a prime ſailor, of good tonnage, and every 
way fitted for the purpoſe.. An experienced 
waſter was appointed to command her, and 
advertiſements of every deſcription, offering a 
liberal bounty, were publiſhed, in order to ob- 
tain hands to navigate the ſhip ; but ſuch was 
the danger of the undertaking, and ſo few the 
ſeamen unemployed, that only ſix entered them- 
ſelves for the voyage. 

At this time preſs warrants were out, and 
great exertions were uſef by the cfficers of the 
navy to obtain hands for the king's” ſervice ; 
the ſailors to avoid being preſſed, ſecreted them. 
ſelves in every nook and corner they could find 
favourable to their purpoſe ; and many of theſe 
were aſſembled at a low beer-houſe on the 
ſkirts of the town, among whom was Tom. 
The intention of the inhabitants on the potatoe 
buſineſs made part of their converſation ; nd 
Tom, who was? ways a friend to laudable and 
friendly deſigus, or any thing calculated to aſſiſt 
his fellow creatures, obſerved to his me ſſmates, 

| that 


_ - 
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that it would be a ſore misfortune ſo humane af 
- undertaking ſhould fail of ſucceſe, and declared 
that if the reſt preſent were willing, to go (about 
fourteen in number,) be would offer himſelf 
the next morning to the captain. The land- 
lady hearing this propoſition of Tom, offered 
them half a dozen crown bowls of punch if they 
would enter, and her bleſſing and good wiſhes 
for their ſucceſs into the bargain, One of the 
company ſaid that fo noble an offer from a wo- 
man could net be refuſed ; and another deſired 
her to bring in a bowl of liquor, and if they 
liked it they would ſettle the matter. After a 
few glaſſes of punch, and a little converſation, 
they unanimouſly agreed to enter themſelves on 
this expedition, and a meſſage to that eff. & 
was ſent to the captain, with an invitation to 
join them in their merry-making. This pleaſ- 
ing intelligence ſoon brought the captain among 
them ; each man received his bounty ; the night 
was ſpent in drinking and carouſing, and the 
next day the whole fourteen went on board 
the veſſel agreeable to their contract, | 


The captain had now twenty able ſeamen on 
board, beſides a lame cook, aud wanted but ten 
more to make up his complement. The in- 
habitants elated with the ſucceſs that had hither- 
7 one "i 
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to attended their humane intentions, now re- 
doubled their ſearch for men, but five was all 
they could muſter, and theſe five had but ſeven 
legs to ſtand on; the captain on this account 
retuſed them as diſqualified for the ſervice. 
Tom, who was anxious to weigh apchor, told 
him' he ought not to refuſe theſe men; 
by reaſon that as the veſſel was ſingle-maſted, 
the work would be ehiefly on the deck, and as 
thoſe who bad had the misfortune to lole a 
leg were in other reſpects ſtrong luſty men, 
he doubted not but they were capable of deck 
duty, and the other hands were more than ſuffi- 
_ cient to go aloft, The greateſt exer tion ne- 
ceſſary, he obſerved, would be to hoiſt the 
mainſail, and he thought, that by the help of a 
winch, there would be ſtrength enough on 
board to manage that. 
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This expoſtulation had the deſired effect ; 
the men were accepted ; and as there was no 
proſpect of getting any additional hands, every 
preparation was made for failing. Tunis ſhip 
ſtill retained the appearance of a veſſel of force, 
for her ordnance had been re-placed with 
wooden guns for that purpoſe. The morning 
on which they weighed anchor, a vaſt con- 


courſe of people crouded the ſhore to behold 
their 
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their departure; and amidſt the prayers and 


bleſſings of the whole town they proceeded on 
their voyage; in which nothing material hap- 
pened till they came in ſight of Gibraltanthe paſ- 
ſage to which they found guarded by à Spaniſh 
ſhip of the line, a frigate of forty, anda zebec 
mounting tweniy-four guns. ; 


The appearance of ſo formidable a force 
greatly liſconcerfed the. captain, and threw a 
damp upon the whole crew. Any attempt to 
reach the garriſon while ſuch a force remained 
before it, appeared to the captain extremely 
raſh, as ſuch an attempt, he obſerved, would 


expoſe them to the fire of veſſels that muſt 


inevitably ſend them down; and he there- 
fore thought it "moſt adviſeable to ſhape their 
courſe back, or to wait the chance of meeting a 


Britiſh ſhip of force for protection. This pro- 
' poſition Tom ſtrongly oppoſed. He faid the 


garriſon would be greatly benefited if they 
could get in, and not to attempt it would be 
worſe than not coming at all; it would reflect 
upon their courage; it would impeach their 
humanity; in ſhort, it would be betraying the 
truſt that had been repoſed in them; and he 
declared that if they did not attempt to throw 
the proviſion into the garriſon, he could never 

think 


LY 
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think of ſhewing his face in England any 
more. A I 


- 


The whole crew, to a man, favoured the 
opinion of Tom; and the captain ceaſed to op- 
it. Tom who had been uſed to ſteer a 
Graveſend boat in the river Thames, a eircum- 
ſtance which qualified him for his preſent office, 
by the conſent of the captain took the helm, 
and every hand on board obſerved the ſtricteſt 
ſteadineſs and attention to duty. Tom kept a 
ſteady courſe, and the firſt that gave him chace 


was the zebec, on whom! he praQticed a moſt 


ſucceſsful trick, to the ſatis faction of the cap- 


'tain and the crew, and by a tkilful manœuvre 


left her ſo much to Igeward, that no danger was 
to be apprebended from her exertions. The 
frigate was now to be dreaded, and, ſeeming to 
underſtand the miſtake that had been commit- 
ted by the zebec in going to leeward, kept cloſe 


to the wind, firing at every opportunity a ſhot 


at the cutter, in hopes of diſabling her. Tom 
fill kept a cloſe look out for an opportunity 
to {lip this veſſel, which ſoon offered; for by 
fome accident or other, the Spaniard miſſed 
ſtays and was no longer able to give any an- 
noyance to Tom, who, making all the ſail he 
could, ſoon carried his veſſel our of the enemy: 
reach. E Thoſe 
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Thoſe in the garriſon beheld the ſkilſul 
manœuyres and good fortune of the unknown 
Engliſh Pilot with great ſatis faction, and they 
all eagerly crouded on the rock to witneſs the 
iſſue of this doubtful conteſt, The greateſt 


danger now remaining, and only cb{tacle co 


the ſucceſs of their voyage, lay in the ſhip of 


tne line, which was a third rate veſſe} mounting 


ſeventy-four guns, a ſingle ſhot from which, if 


ſhould ſtrike their hull; would ſend ther, 


potatoes and all, to the bottom, 
Notwithſtanding the ſucceſs they had met 
with, they were ſtill expoſed to the moſt imm. 
nent danger. The ſeventy gun ſhip was bear- 
ing down upon them under a preſs of fail, 
and the greateſt conſternation prevailed among 
the crew of the Hector. To get rid of this 
laſt and greateſt enemy was the teſt. Tom 
ſaid that nothing but à good breeze could erg 
ſure their ſafety ; in which caſe he had nothing 
to fear from their lower tier, and b.fides he 
could Aug the ſhore more than the Don by 
reaſon of the ſmall di aught of water they drew. 
In a ſhort time the wiſhes of Tom were effect- 
ed ; it blew hard gale; indeed ſtronger than 
he wiſhed, all on deck were wet to the ſkin, 


by the plunging and ſpray of th2 ſea, 


and the ſhip, at times, was in great danger of 
foundering 


— 


- 
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foljndering : for the deſperate ſtate of their ſs 


, tvation, would not permit them to ſhorten fail ; 


which had they done, the upper deck guns of 
the enemy 's veſſel might have been brought to 
bear; and a few ſhot would have done their 
buſineſs. Under theſe circumſtances Tom did 
all that man could do; he kept a ſteady helm; - 
and laid her gun-wale to: during all which 
time the enemy fired many ſhot at him, ſeve- 
ral of which went through the mainſail, but no 
other damage was done to the veſſel. ** Keep 
the, gile up ten minutes longer.“ ſaid Tom, 
© and we are as ſafe as brandy.” The wind 
ſtill continued to blow hard, and as Tom had 
predicted, they paſſed to windward of the 
Spaniard in a direct line for the garriſon : the 
diſappointed Don at this moment, as a parting 
ſalute, directed a moſt tremendous volley of ſhot 
from the quarter and upper deck guns; but 


with as little fucceſs as attended her former 
firing. 


Tom now ſeeing that all was ſafe, congratu- 
lated the captain, and the reſt of the crew on the 
ſuccels of their voyage ; and hoped they would 


ail join in prayer, and return God thanks for fo 
lucky an adventure. 


E 2 Being 


| F2 ILIE AND ADVENTURES 


Being now within hail of the fort, they receiv» 
ed from the anxious inhabitants three of the 
brave ſl cheers that was ever given; which thoſe 
on board immediately returned. The captain 
on going.on ſhore was kindly received. by the 
governor and officers of the garriſon, and was 
complimented by theſe for his courage in at- 
tempting, aud the {ill he diſplayed, to avoid ſo 
formidable an enemy. Hut he generouſly diſ- 
claimed all honour and credit on the occaſion, 
and declared. that the yndertaking itſelf was 
planned by the courage, and executed. alone by 
the ſkill of one man: a plain, honeſt, upright 
BRITISH SEAMAN, whoſe abilities, ſpirit, 
and humanity, reflected the higheſt Fulogy on 
human nature. 


Such a character as this excited the curioſity 
of the governor to have him on ſhore; and Tom 
received from the brave and merritoriousEL Lor, 
the n cock of the rock, his own and the 
garriſon's thanks, together with ſome valuable 
preſents, and an offer of preferment in the gir- 
rifon, This laſt however, Tom refuſed, as he 
intended returning to Eng'and with the. veſſel; 
declaring he was fully ſatisfied in the conſciouſ- 
neſs of having done his duty, and of having 
been the means of affording relief to his fellow- 
, @UUNTY met 
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country men, whem he thought with the affiſt- 
ance of the es ptain and ſhipmates, he ſhould- be 
able to ſupply with another cargo of potatoes, 
bat added, that he ſhould be more happy on his 
return to hear that the horrors of war had ſub- 


With this interefting ancedote of honeſt Tom 
Tackle we hall cloſe the preſent chapter: and 
ſincerely wiſhing that the philanthropy which 
warmed his breaſt was more general through 
the world, and ail mankind were engaged in 
the laudable employment of ameliorating, rather 
than increaſing the affliftions- of their fellow- 
creatures. | 
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bent on continuing the war, and the humane 


CHAP. IV. 


Tom Tackle retarns again to England, and enters 


a volunteer in a ſhip of way. Ii bile on board 
this veſſel be makes a ſucceſ5fu! cruize; and on 
his return relea/is a brother ſailer from priſon. 
After bavins Spent aue the cuobbole of his 
Pr ize-monev, he goes to ſea again; and is nearly 
4H in a gale of wind, the weſſel from being 
over-laden bauing opened ber timbers ; tha ſhip © 
with her cre and cargo moſt providentially and 
wwohim/ically /awed by Tom's ſhirt, that le had 
hung to @ row-lin? on the fide of tlie ſhip to 
cleanſe, getting ine the leak, Comes back to 
England cry poor; finds Fack Hewfer, whom 
be had releaſed from priſon, in good Car cums 
flances ; aſks his aſiſtauce, but is refuſed. = 


HEN Tom returned to Englang he 


found that government were ftill 


wiſh 


— 
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wiſh which he had breathed for the return of 
peace, not likely to be ſpeedily reaiized. 


Naturally ofa very active diſpoſition, and ſin - 
cerely attached to the naval ſervice, he made but 
a ſhort ſtay on ſhore, A very fine veſſel had 
been fitted out, by ſome merchants of London, 
and was now ready to ſail. On board this veſ- 
ſel Tom entered a volunteer, and by his uſual 
attention to his duty, and the exertion of his ſu- 


perior kill and judgment, ſoon recommended 


himſelf to the notice, and even the eſteem of 
the whole crew. 


They had not been ont of port but a very 
few days hefore they fell in with, and after a 
imart action, captured a rich Spaniſh galleon, 
bab ing on board 100,000 dollars, with which 


they arrived ſafe; and much to the honour of 


the owners of the ſhip, the whole of the 


* prize-money was immediately diſtributed among 
the officers, the ſailors, and themſelves ; each 


one receiving a ſhare proportionate to the rank 
and office he held on board, 


This booty, which was very confiderable, 
gave Tom an opportunity of again exerciſing 
thoſe acts of charity and. benevolence which 

are 


% 
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are the greateſt ornaments of a chriſtian, and 
from which Tom's character derived the greateſt 
-Juſtre, and himſelf the greateſt felicity. It is 
| true that he often diſpenſed his bounty in an 
=" indiſcriminate manner, and the objects of it 
| - were frequently undeſerving : ſtill, however his 
intentions were good, and theerrors of the head, 
were more than compenſated by the goodneſs 
of the heart, 


Thus richly freighted with the ſpoils of w ar, 
Tom ſearched out every ſailor with whom ne 
had any acquaintance, whether friend or foe, 
and made them equally partakers of his good 
fortune, Even the friendly and courteous 
dame of Wapping memory, was not forgotten. 
The uncivil and ungrateful treatment which he 
had received from this woman was no longer 
heldin remembrance, and the anger and reſent- 
ment which it oace occaſioned in his breaſt, had 
long been. immerſed in the gulph of oblivion. 
4% Forget and forgive, was honeſt Tom TVackle's 
motto: and every action of his life evinced his 
title to it. How ſeldom do the actions of the 
great "correſpond with the Pogepeore Aevices 
| that emblazcn the arms of their family] - Theſe 
1 aſſume virtues, and boaſt of honours which 


they are conſcious they never poſſeſſed: while 
Tom 


OF rou TACKLE» | 57 


Tom practiſed every virtue, and every honour.. 
that could ennoble human nature, without 
knowing that he had eber. | 


In theſe moments of proſperity Tom beard 
that Jack Hawſer, a ſuipmate in one of his early 
voyages to India, was faſtened ſor debt in one 
of the gaols of the metropolis, and that his 
wite with four children, from being deprived 
of her huſband's labour, were nearly in a ſtate 
of ſtarving Any thing in the ſhape of want, 
"and that bore the features of diſtreſs; was ſard 
to arreſt the attention, and obtain aſſiſtance 
of Tom; but when the perſon of one whom 
he — 9 his friend, one with whom he had 


deen in the habits of intimacy, who had been 


the companion of his early days, who had brav- 


ed the, dangerous perils ct the ſea, and endur- 


ed the hardſhips attending. on his avccation, 
when ſuch a one ſuffered the ſtroke of mis- 
fortune, and he poſſeſſed the means of relief, 
the ſwifteſt appl cation of it appeared tedious, 
and every mon:ent between the ſuggeſtiou and 
the-accompliſtment teemed with anguiſh, 


Having, made himſelf acquainted with the 
amountof the deb', which, with the coſts: at- 
jending the arreſt, was ſomewbat ſhort of 
; _ twenty 
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twenty pounds, and deſiring the aandlord to bot 
from the butcher's one of the fineſt legs of 
mutton he had, and ſuitable regetables, for 
which be gave him money, and to have it ready 
againſt an hour he appointed, he ſet out for the 
houſe of the creditor of his friend, to whom he 
paid what money he demanded, receiving Jack's 
diſcharge, with which he haſtened to the priſon 
and carricd the ſurpriz-d debtor to his home. 


The ſcene which now took place was ſuch. 
that no words can deſcribe: conception may 
trace its fainteſt features, but cannot, to the 
warmeſt imagination, or the moſt philanthrophic 
boſom, convey the agonizing pleaſure which 
the reſtoration of a huſband to the deſpairing 
arms of a diſconſolate wife, and a parent to the 
guileleſs prattle of love - increaſing infants, gave 
to thoſe who ſeated on the luxurious banquet. 


To this, ſucceeded the entrance of the leg of 
mutton Tom had directed the landlord to pur- 
, chaſe ; and the family of his friend, ſhared with 
him the welcome feaſt + for it was long ſince 
the poor woman and her children had taſted 
meat, Jack and his wife were all gratitude 
to their benefactor, and ſolemnly vowed never 
to forget the obligation they owed to his friend« 
ſhip. Tom 
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Tom would readily have diſpenſed with theſe 

flattering aſſurances, for that #hich he had done 

was the effect of an honeſt feeling heart, and 

he found in his own boſom a reward ſuperior 

to the moſt laviſſi encomiums chat language could 
utter, | 


For ſeveral months this honeſt fellow went 
on in relieving, by the diſtribution of his hard- 
earned wealth, the neceſitous and ind gent, and 
very often {upporting by an improvident bene- 
valence, the idle and diſhoneſt. vagrant. At 
length his purſe became nearly exhauſted ; and 
i 1 proportion as he ceaſed to give, the reſpect 
ef thoſe who had ſhared his bounty evidently 
decreaſed. Then, and not till then, he beheld 
the folly of his conduct; but it was too late to 
repair it, and he determined, before neceſſity 
urged him to aſk a return of thoſe favours he 
had ſo repeatedly ſhewn to others, to leave 
England, and thereby ſave himſelf from the 
mortiſication of a retuſal, 


In a few days he entered in a merchant's ſhip 
hund for Jamaica, in which ke again took his 
departure from bis native country, with a full 
1flution to profit by the uſeful leſſons which 
experience had taught him, and ſwearing, that 

| mould 
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ſhould he again take fortune in tou, to be in 
future more circumſpect in his conduct, at 
more cautious in the election of his friends. * 


Tons paſſage to anne was very ſhort, 
and nothing material happened worthy of rela-. 
tion; but in their way back, owing to the ob- 


ſtinacy of the captain in taking on board too large 


a cargo, the veſſel had nearly foundered. This 
circumfiance was foreſeen by Tom at the mo- 


ment of lading, who in vain remonſtrated with 


the captain on the impropriety of receiving fo 


large a freight. He was called a fool, and de- 


fired to obey command; the captain ſwore 


that he would ſtou tier upon tier till there wits 
not room to put a hand between the hogſheads 


and thè deck, To eſtect this raſh'determina- 
tion, recourſe was had to that grand machine cal- 
led a jack, whoſe power, if flrength be given to- 
the purchaſe, is unbounded, All hands wefe 


called to aſſiſt in working this inftrument, aad 


the captain was weil pleaſed at having thus far 
ſucceeded in his improvident deſign, laughed 


at Tom for his ſimplicity, and ridicgled the bad 
opinion he had of the voſſel's ſtrength, which 


he ob ferved was Lendon-river built, and whoſe 
materials were compoſed of good old ſeaſoned 


Engliſh oak, 
Tom 
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Tom ſaid that he had no doubt of her good- 
neſs, ner of the ſhip-buikders who erected her, 
but let her be ever ſo well built, and let her 
materials be ever io good, ifa larger freight is 
put on board her than ſhe can fairly carry, the 
builders cannot be anſwerable for any accident - 
that may befal her in her voyage. For his part 
he ſaid, he was ſure that many ſhips equally as 
ſtrong, and as well built, had gone down, in con- 
ſequence of their being over-laden : and that 
if they performed their voyage without aceident 
it would be miraculous : for it was very plain to 
any one that the veſſel was already ſome inches 
wider than before the laſt tier was ſhipped. 


The captain anſwered theſe obſervations of 
Tom, by ſaying that the voyage would put to 
- the proof what he had ſaid. He had no doubt 
hi:nſelf of the ſhip's ability; but they had 
. ſcarcely left the harbour before he wiſhed he 
had taken Tom's advice, as the veſſel ſeemed 
to labour more than the had _ in ad other 
en | 


Wen they had got abogt one third of the 
run home, it blew a freſh gale ; the top-gallant 
maſts were ſtruck, and top-ſails reefed to give 
3s much caſe as poſſible to the veſſel ; for the 


F gaptain, 


. —— ro __l 


E LIFE Ax D ADVENTURES 


captain, though rather of an avaricious temper 
in his private concerns, was a very good ſeaman, 
The | gale increaſed; the top-lails were 


handed, and their maſts ſtruck; nothing more 


could be done, and (he was left to ſcud un der 
the foreſail, which ſoon after ſplit. This was 
followed by the heavieſt gale that the oldeſt 
ſeaman on board ever experienced; which laſt- 
ed four and twenty hours: during which time 
the ſhip was ungovernable, for none could keep 


the deck but Tom, who was at the wheel, and 


did every thing in his power that the helm . 


would effect. | r 


Fortunately the ſtorm abated; and the firſt 
thing was to try the well, when they found 


that ſhe had ſprung a leak. and the water made 
very faſt. The pumps were ſet to work, but 


though they worked night and day, the water 


did not get an inch lower; and all attempts tw 


lighten the ve ſſel were totally imptacticable, as 
nothing leſs than the ſtrength, of a crane could 
ever get out a fingle hogſhead : and the only 
conſolation they had in this dreadful fituation | 


was to find that the leak did not gain on them. 


Notwithſtanding that the exertions of tha 


crew; were, able to keep the leak under, yet it >» 
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was more than probable, not having at this 
time made more than half the paſſage, that ſhe - 
would go down : and which perhaps would have 
been the caſe, had not a citeumſtance, at once 
themoſt whimſical and providential that, ever 
oceurred, prevented this melancholy cataſtro- 
phe. Tom had waſhed one of his ſhirth, (his 
benevolence to mankind had left him but two) 
and thrown it overboard to refreſhen, making it 
faſt to a tow-line; and going about an hour 
afterwards to take it in, to his great ſurprize 
found nothing but the line to which it had been 
made faſt, His meſſmates called bim a fool 
for doing it, and paſſed many rough jokes on 
him for not knowing how to tit a knot, Tom 
took it all in good part, and ſaid he hoped that 
the voyage would be ſoon over that he might 
get freſh rigged. All of a ſudden the men at 
the pumps called out the well was dry, a very 
pleaſing ſound to the whole crew, who began 
to ſearch for the cauſe. The L1impzRr-ropEs * 
were uſed, but theſe effected no diſcovery of 
the means by which the ſhip was lightened of 
Tom was aſked what he thought of 
G2 the 
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* Lines paſſed threugh the limber timbers 


each fide the keelſon, to keep the holes clear that 


the bilge-avater or leakings may paſs free to the wells 
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the matter, whoſe anſwer was—** That he had 
loft a fbirt by the bargain,” and being deſired 
to explain himſelf, anſwered—* I'll be d—d 
if my ſhirt is not ſucked into the leak, and that 
is the reaſon of the well being dry! But, 
I'll make a line faſt round me, and 50 ander 
her battom and ſee.” 


| The captain however would by no means 
permit him. He ſaid that he did not doubt 
his abilities to diſcover the cauſe, they having 
before been tried on a ſimilar occaſion ; but 
ſhould he bring up his ſhirt, the water would 
again return, and the ſhip: go to the bottom. 
He told Tom that he would accommodate him 
with a couple of ſhirts for the one he had loſt, 
for he was opinion with Tom that the ſhirt had 
got into the leak; and he promiſed, that ſhould 
the fuip make port in ſafety, he would in fu- 
ture be guided by his advice in freighting his 
veſſel, declaring that he was the moſt ee 
and beſt ſeamaa he had ever met with- 


The ſhip reached the river A ſafefy, and 
when ſhe was unladen, Tom's conjecture in 
reſpect to his ſhirt, was found true; BY was 
taken out of in leak, . 


. 


Owing 
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Owing to ſome embarraſſment in the houſt 
to which the ſhip belonged, a conſiderable de- 
lay took place in the payment ef the mens 
wages: a circumſtance which involved poor 
Tom in the greateſt diſtreſs, who was literally 
without money. In this dilenima he remem- 
berech his friend Jack Hawſer, whom he found 
from euquiry was much riſen in the world. 
Having made himſelf acquainted with the place 
of his reſidence, he paid him a viſit, and not 
doubting his friehdſhip, told him a true andart- 
les tale,and ſolicited a ſinall pecuniary aflitance. 


1 Jack, with great confuſion in his counte- 
nance, and in a manner that gave the lye to his 
aſſertions, declared his readineſs to ſerve him, 
but as to money, he had lately met with ſo ma- 
ny loſſes in trade, (for he was now a coal mer- 
% chant) and other things, that he was really un 

able to comply with his requeſt. » 


Tom, notwithſtanding that his generoſity and 
benevolence out run his judgment, was poſleſ- 
ſ:d of great penetration, and plainly ſaw in the 
paſtiy excuſe of this wreteh, the ingratitude of 
his heart, Without feplying to kis ungene- 
roas refiffal, and with a look of the mt inef- 
fable contempt, he retired from the preſence 
1 — F 3 this 
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of this monſter, out of humour with himſelf, 
deploring his paft folly, and exccrating the 
ingratitude of mankind. 2 
IncraTiTUDE! the greateſt, the worſt, and 
fouleſt crime that human nature can commit, 
was the only return this unſuſpecting fellow 
received for the ſervice he had dane a fellow 
creature! The world, my kind readers, is full 


of theſe monſters: when ye meet them, ſhun 


them as peſts of ſociety, the blaſts of happineſs 
the deſtroyers of peace! In your voyage thro? 
life, if ye obey not the injunction of Scripture, 
which teaches you to do good for evil, lay not 
to your ſouls the greater guilt of doing evil for 
good, 


This uvgrateful behavionr of a man who 
was indebted to him for the plenty he' now 
enjoyed, again drove him to ſea, and he made 
another voyage to the Weſt Indies. 


At Port Royal in Jamaica, while a fleet of 
Ingliſh men of war were lying there, on board 
which was Tom Tackle, a ſhark had eluded 
every attempt that was made to take hin., al- 
ways taking the bait from the hook without 
being hurt, This circumſtance W 
onſly 
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ouſſy eonſidered by the ſailors, and the people 
on ſhore, as a lucky omen, predicting the fu- 
ture ſucceſs of the town ; and they unanimouſly 


agreed that no further attempts ſhould be made 


againſt the life of Jacx, —forſuch was the name 
they had given to this fiſh, —but that, when- 
ever he was ſeen, a piece of pork or beef ſhould 
be thrown overboard to him; which was te. 
gularly obſerved, and he became ſo exceeding- 
ly docile on that account, that he would go 
from ſhip to ſhip, and, as it were, ſolicit the 


allowance that had been voted him, The ad- 


miral who commanded on that ſtation, readily 
confirmed the allowance of Jack, as while he 


lived he knew that none of the ſhips” crews 


dare ſu im on ſhore : and conſequently a more 
regular diſcipline was obſerved in the fleet, 


and inſtances of deſertion became leſs frequent. 


This daily allowance of pork or beef in weight 
not leſs than 4 lh. was entered on the Thips' 
bouk, and while the fleet lay there was punc- 
tually given. This continued for ſome time, 
and all who viſited Port Royal were much pleal- 
ed at Jack's taking his food ſo kindly. But 
the good fortune of this poor animal, and the 
pleaſure which the crews of the ſhips, and tbe 


c umſtance 


inhabitants of the place received from this eir- 
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. cuinſtance met with an abrupt termination It 
ſo happened that the boatſyaiu's mate of one 
of the frigates was enamouted of a buckſome 
landlady on ſhore, and, as he was an excellent 
iwimmer, nothing but the fear, of the ſhark pre- 
vented him from viſiting her im an evening. 
This obſtacle to his happineſs he was determin- 
ed to remove, and for that purpoſe loaded a 


muſquet with a double charge. of ball, and at. 


the moment when Jack turned on his belly to 
take his food, for in no other way can theſe fiſh 
eat, their 'mouth being ſo much under the 
throat, let ſty at him, and the next day he was 
ſeen floating on the ſurface. This act of eru- 


. elty however did not place him nearer his ex- 


p*Red happineſs, and he had no other fatis- 
faction than that of having deprived the poor 
fiſh of life, as the ſhip was at that moment or- 
dered on acrvize, and in an engagement ſome 
few days after, the butcher of Jack received a 
mortal wound that 2lmoſt immediately termi- 
nated his exiſtence. 


,Aa 


Among other reports that were circulated in 


the ficet and on ſhore, was that of this being 
the very ſhark that bit off the leg of the gen- 
tleman (when a boy) who now (1797) hills the 


chair of the city of Laden. See au A 
ent 
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lent engraving, by BoyDELL, with the follow. 


ing;deſcriptiun——** 4 youth bathing in the ri- | 


wver-#f the Havannab, was twice ſrized oy afhark, 

from which (though with the loſs of the fleſh a 
Foot tara from the right leg) be diſentangled bim 
Alt, Ad aua, by the afiftance of a boat 's crew, 
We aved fromthe jaws of the voracious animal, for 
in the moment i was aitempting to ſeize its prey 


(a third time) a ſailor with a boat-hook, drove it 


From its t, ” 


Ia c one of the ports up the ſtreiglits, ſome 
maſters' of veſſels meeting together on buſineſs, 
had facrificed a little too much to the roſy god 


of wine, and were boaſting of their hands, as 
deing expert ſeamen, and ſingularly clever fel · 


lows. One of theſe, more elevated than the 
reſt, offered his comrades a conſiderable wager 


that three, of his crew ſhould: reach the top of 


the pillar? then in view, drink eaeh a quart of 
wine, and get down in ſafety. This wager was 
accepted, but in the 8 when ſleep had 
brought the propaſer to calm exerciſe of 
his reaſon, he condemned it as totally impratti- 


cable, in which belief he WAS wy by moſt of 


his crews. g 
* ry 8 Tom 


4 314 | WAL. 33 


i eee e 1 
* Something li le the monument, but not quite ſo highs 
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Tom, who happened to be one of theſe, w 
obſerved to be very thoughtful, and was ſhed 
by the mate what had made bim fo very ſeri- 
ous, Heanſwered that he thought they gave- 
it up too eaſily, and without conſidering ary 
method by which it might be done. The'cap- ” 
tain aſked him if he thought it poſſible. Tom 
laid that he would not gite it up without a- 
trial, and that he believed he could ftiike on 
a way to do it. The captain defired him to 
explain; at the ſame time telling him that 
if it could be effected he would give up the 
whole of the wager to the ſhip's trew, 


Tom then began to make a hege paper kite, 
which by flying over the pillar, he was enabled 
to lodge a line on the top, then drawing by de- 
grees, and with great ingenuity, a thick cord 
over it, and making the ends ſaſt to the ground 
with two of his ſhipmates he aſcended the pillar, 
| to the no ſmall ſatisfaQtion of the captain, aud 

_ aſtoniſhinent of the natives, who in general 


looked upon it as impoſſible to be done by Bri- 
tiſh ſailors. 


To this obſervation Tom re plied that Britin 
ſailors were equal to any thing that kill and 
courage could effect: for be felt himſelf very 


much 


3 
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much hurt at the exclamation of the natives, 
which bowever was not meant as a reflection 
an the merits or abilities of Engliſhtars. That 
ſach a thing could be accompliſhed by a ſet of 
men of any nation, was what gave them ſur- 


prize, for they well knew it had never before 


been attempted, even in contemplation, and 
that had any ſuch a deſign been hinted it would 
have been conſidered, as it was indeed now, 
either the idea of mad- -men or drunkards, 


From this circumſtance we may perceive 
that the moſt formidable difficulty may be 


overcome by perſeverance, It is ever thus 


in the affairs of human life, When misfor- 
tunes arrive to bar our approach to happineſs, 
or loſſes occur to reduce our worldly eſtate, 
and involve us in embaraſſments, we ſhould 
not relax our exertions, but rather continue 
them with redqubled ardour, ae the ſureſt 
means of riſing "ſuperior to the chicanery and 
artifice of the world; far in proportion as 
we grow ſupine and negligent our diſtreſſes 


will encreale. If we never attempt to. ſur- 


mount a difficulty, that difficulty will ſtill 
remain, and though it may not in itſelf ac- 
cumulate, yet the want of energy on our parts 
will make the tak of removing it more labori- 
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ons... Many a man, from want of exertiony 
is devoted to poverty and want, who might 
have ariſen, to affluence from the exertion of 


fortitude and perſeverance. 
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In conſequence of the return of peace, * the Gaye 

' ing off the King's ſhips, Tom is throun N 
ren ple; but + jo a long time is engaghd' by 

1 #©Coafter. ' Iu 4 whage from Hall 0 
- London, the ſhip after out*riding 4 ovolent 

rule of wind mer with a"lqrge quantity of 
maſts, c. the wreck of ſome weſſel that bad 
Fouudered at ſea ; the captain propoſes to the men 
fo rale them up, Tom objects, but. the whole © 
crew being for the captain de gives: up his ab- 


\ jedtions, At night a very thick fog came or 


and not being able to diflinguifhr the lighthenſt 
they run on ſhore, and are in danger of being 
uff, but alt providentially ſaved by the intrepidtly 
aud Bumanity ef 4 herman. Tom now re- 
turnt Ho" London, and after many hardſhips gets 
a  birth' on board a Dublin trader : ſails to 
Dublin, his deſcription of that place: returns to 
London, the maſter of the wiſſel'dies, and he is 
' again adrift ; and renews his acquaintance with 
the Wapping landlady. 
T N' the courſe of the American wars,Tom had 
many narrow eſcapes for his lite” and was 
engaged: in a a Variety of actions, in all of which 


G | A he 
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he acquitted himſelſ much to the ſatis faction of 
under whom he ſerved. At length Pract, 
which the whole nation, as well as honeſt 
Tackle; fo ardently wiſhed for, was reſtored, to. 
the contending parties, and Commerce, which 
bad. fuffered ſeverely from the war, again flou- 
riſhed, PLENTY + foYlowed. the footſteps of 
Peace, and the indigent and the poor partook 
of the bounty, which theſe kindred powers 
diſtributed io the world. aw A 


In conſequence of the war being ended 
many ſeamen that had been diſcharged rom 
the king's ſhips were quite adrift; among 
theſe was poor Tom, who uſed every endea- 
vour to obtain a birth, but without. ſucceſs. 
At the time he was paid off he had a conſide- 
rable ſum of money to receive, but his impro- 
vident charity ſoon eaſed him of this ſupply, 
and he was literally in a ſtate of ſtarving, when 
he was fortunately introduced to the no- 
tice of the maſter of a home trader, with 
whom he obtained a conditional appointment. 
It thould be obſerved to the reader that, in 
conſequence of ſuch a number of hands being 
dilcharged from the king's ſervice, the met- 
chants were enabled to pick their men, and 


none but young luſty ſellows, prime 1ailors, 
| could 
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could find employment; and Tom, though 
perhaps the firſt ſeaman in the world, was often 
rejected becaũſe of his age, for he waz at this 
time far advanced in years, At leny'h an 
elderly gentleman, maſter of a brig employed 
in the coaſting trade from Hull to London, 
obſerving the traits of honeſty in the face. of 

om, queſtioned him as to his knowledge of 
maritime affairs. Tom ſaid that he had uſed 
the ſeas from'a boy, and hoped that he hñad 
not difgraced the name of a'tar, either in irs 
profeſſional department, or the eſtimation 
in Which the world held it for integrity and 
£ ty; add that, though a little in 


FF years, he was fill able to do diry. He alſo 


dded that if he ſuſpe@ed his abilities he would 


== yo a wyage with him, and leave to his gene- 


roſity the reward of his ſervices, 


. Aro this propoſition the maſter agreed, and 
Tom engaged himſelf on theſe conditional 
terms. The reader will naturally ſuppoſe 
that the merits and abilities of a' man ſo often 
Fexemplified as thoſe of Tom could not long 
ea in obſcurity, And indeed the | maſter 
F001 diſcovered their value, and it is but juſt 
td ſay that he had genetoſity to reward as well 
As underſtanding to (perceive, them. So much 


LW * 


0 G 2 ſatisfied 
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ſatisfied, was he with his new band hy” a ver? 
Mort. time after he had been on b. "ard, he 
appointed him his mate, and "committed. the 
charge ot his veſſel to his care and manage- 
ment whenever he was himſelt abſent; | 


Tom had now been dae three years in 
this veſſel, when in a voyage from Hull, 
freigbted with ale and patatoes, after à very 
violent gale of wind, a great number. of maſts, 
yards, fails, &c. were ſeen. floating, which the 
maſter ſaid they might as well pick up as 
leave them to any one elſe, This propoſal of 
the maſter the, whole of the crew, except 
Tom, readily cloſed with. Wrecking was a 
ſpecies of traffic which he very much. dilliked, 


and he could never be prevailed to ſnateh a 


benefit from the misfortunes of mankind. The 
crew however perſiſted, obſerving that they 
could get on board what would fetch them 
forty, or fifly pounds, which they thought 
would be, no bad. thing among fix of them. 


This. orevailing een on board fifled 
the diſſention of Tom, who, for. the ſake of 
keeping on good terms with, bis meſſmates, 
and not from the conviction that his objections, 
as the maſter had termed them, were either 

trifling 


F „ 
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tiling « or "ſuperſtitious, alited i in ſecuring the 
foatiog wreck ; of which they got. as much 
as could be well ſtowed in their ſmall veſſel, 
already deeply laden, Elated with, the, prize 
the had” obtained, and anticipating. with, 


great atis faction Po advantage they ſhonld, 


rap from the circumſtange, the voyage wag, 
uite forgotten, and night overtock them be. 
tore their recollection ech nigicrr en 5107 


4 


* blew 4 freſh. Krep ze, 1 Fete b till 


became a violent gale; the crew now began 


to waſh the . had taken Tom' s advice, and had, 
employed t 


in proſecuting their voyage. It ſtill continu- 


ing to blow hard, and the darkneſs to. increaſe, 


Tom thought it would be moſt adviſeable to 


bring the veflel up, as being near. the ſhore a 


miſtake. might be made which it would not be 
eaſy to correct; but the maſter deſired him to 


be under no apprehenſion of danger; he had 
coalted theſe ſeas for, thirty years and was well... 


acquainted with every part, the light they ſaw 


before, them was from a lighthogſe, and not 


more than a league, a, head, which they could 
eaſily, reach, and they would then be ſaſe ill 


morning. 
G 3 Tom 


e time, which they waſted in 
ſecuring the remains of the unfortunate wreck, ' 


, 
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Tom notwitſtanding the boaſted. confidey 
of the captain, and his aſſurances of ſafetyy © 
ſtrongly - ſuſpected they were in imminent | 
danger. The darkneſs was very great, a thick 
miſt ſurrounded them, and the Tight which 
they had before ſeen ſuddenly diſappeared ; 
the greateſt confuſion reigned throughout the 
ſhip, and tbe moſt ſerious conſequences were 
apprehended by the crew. Tom deſtred that 
the boy might heave the lead in ordet to dif- | 
cover the depth of water they were in, but | 
before this could be done the ſhip ſtruck on a. 
ſand bank, and to add to their misfortune the | 
tide was making down, a circumſtance which | 

prevented the poſſibility of getting her off. 


In this deplorable ſituation the maſter and 
thoſe of the crew who ſuggeſted the idea of. 
ſecuring the remains of the wreck began to 
feel remorſe of cobſcience; and the former, 
who in fact made the propolition, confidered 
himſelf as the occaſion of the misfortune that 
had befallen them, and ſincerely prayed his 
men to pardon him for having brought them 
into this diſemma. That all on board were 
devoted to deſtruction each one believed, as u 
they doub ed not but that on the return of u 
che tide, which would be ſome hours before b 

daylight, * | 
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day- light, the veſſel would go to pieces. It 
is impoſſible for language to deſcribe. the 
agitation and horror of theſe poof men's 
minds, or the perilous ſituation in which their 
imprudence had placed them. It was about 
midnight when the tide began to return; the 
ſea ran mountains high, and by lifting up the 
veſfel beat in her bottom ; ſhe filled very faſt, 
and before the tide was at the full, the ſea had 
covered more than half her alda, ſo that the 
crew were obliged to fly to the tops for imme 
Gate ſafety, In this ſituation thg return of 
day found them, and the only chance left for 
their lives was the poſſibility of their being 
diſcovered by ſome ſhip or other that might 
be paſſing. Nearly however the whole day 
was paſſed an no ſhip appeared. Anxiouſly 
did they. wiſh "for ſome of the ale that was in 
the ſhip*s hold, for their &r+*ogth was almoſt 
exhanſted with hunger and fatigue, and the 
captain's ſon, a boy about twelve years of age, 
abſolutely diedin the courſe of the day for the 
want of refreſhment. Their wifhes however 
were vain, for it wag totally impoſſible for 
them to get at the hold, which was many feet 
under water, Night was again approaching 
without any proſpe& of their being reteaſed 
* of human aid from thejr dreadful ſituation, 
| x": _ 
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and they g gow looked" oh their, deaths as Ws 
evitable, "Providence however had not 'de ſert- 
ed them, for | in the midſt of. thei; deſpair Tom 
who had long been filent tol his Gomtades 
that he faw a fail" to wind de Ard. The eyes of 
the whole crew were eagerly bent” to 'tliis, 
point, and they all perceived ſomething mavin 
on the water, but the diſtance was t00. £ 5 
to diſcern what it was, though, a5 it increaſe 
in bulk they truſted it was "raving 'n "nearer 
them.  Anxinifly they waiched” its Ae 
and "whe 1 they ; difcovered that it was a V a, 
the mal er qefred the crew to, Join 158 8 w 
prayer that aloe on board a ee, 
them. | 

1830 2 n 20 


Tom faid that he had'r no 'objectivh" to af 


aſſiſtauc e of God, eing, well convince! i, | 


it was ron b wo ,onl'y that han aid cou 

reſcue them from their preſent danger, zut 
he thought, that in the reſent caſe it would” 

be moſt adviſeable for them io make every 
exertion. in their power 10 let the people, of 
the ſhip know, if they approached, that there 
were lives 10 be ſaved, To this they ngreed, 


4 


and pulling, off their jackets, they, way ed them ſt 


to and fro, making at the ſame time as, m IC 


nqiſe as they could in their weak ſtate. This“ 
had 


14 


L 


err . 
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had the defired effect, aud they foon ſaw the 


veſſel, © which they could diſtinguiſh was a 


fiſting ſmac k, making yery faſt towards them; ; 
the maſter of whiea ſeeing thoſe on the top 
of the foundered ip, brought too, and fent out 
the boat to bring them on board; which after 
ſome little difficulty was happily effected; and 
juſt at the cloſe of day they were anded in 
perfect ſaſety at Winterton. — 


At this moment the man was going to put 
up the light at the light-houſe, which cauſed 
the maſter of the wreck to enquire, what light 
it was which they ſaw laſt night, that ſo ſoon 


diſappeared. He was anſwered that the per- 
Ton who had the care of the light/houſe had 


drank a little too freely, and forgot to trim 
his lamp, Which was not diſcovered till, the 
next morning. Good God!“ exclaimed 
the poor man, * to this negle& i is owng the 
mis fortune Wat has befallen us. 


Here I cannot help making a. few oBſerva- 
tions on the neglect of duty. He who is in- 
truſted with the execution of an office ought 


? | never by any act of intemperance to diſqualify 


himſelf for the employment. In neglecting 
to do that which is intruſted to his care he may 
not 


| 
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not ouly injure thole who are his immediste 


employers but the miſchief may extend Mi lt 
further; as there are in all human concerns 
approtimate cauſes, which, though from their 
remoteneſs not directly viſible, may ſuffer 


conſiderably from "neglect. This crime, fof 


ſuch it certainly is, I am aware is attributable 
to the greateſt part of the ſervants of the pre- 
Tent day, aud the ruin of | many tradeſmen and 
thoſe concerned in buſineſs, is more frequently 
effected by the negle& and improvident care 
of their domeſticks than by any flagitious 
actions of their own. And what let me aſk is 
the great difference between the ſervant who 
ſees the property of his maſter, waſted for 
want of due care and management, and the 
robber who with a rude and boiſterous arm 
enfotces from the unwary traveller the wealth 
he has attained by induſtry and labour? It is 
true there is no law to puniſh the neglect of a 
ſervant, but it is not, on this ectount, the leſs 
atrocious. In ſhort the ſervant who neglecis 
his duty, or is negligent of his maſter's pro- 
perty 1s morally a diſhoneſt man, and as miic: h 
an object of abhorrence as the condemned 


felon. 


But to return to the narrative of this voyage 
A > N 


h c@ X=® =x«x<c 


; 
| 
$ 
y 
F 
d 
4 
* 
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the maſter and crew profuſe in their acknow*, 
ledgment of thanks to their deliverer, who 
declared himſelf ſufficiently rewarded in hab. 
ing been inſtrymentnl to their deliverauce. 
He faid that he had himſelf been in a ſimilar 
predicament, had received the ſame aſſiſtance, 
and he bought it would be the very height of 
wickedyeſs not to have attempted their reſcue. 
It ſeems this man had paſſed them.the preced- 
ing evening, but it blew ſo hard that be could 
not, come near, and was therefore under the 
neceſſity himſelf of making the harbour, as. 
his ſmall ſloop could not bear ſuch a fea. As 
ſoon as day-light returned and the water was 
become fomewhat calmer, he put out again, 
ju {earch of them, for be apprehended they 
would be run on ſhore, and was returning with 
the idea they had ſoundered at ſea, when fol- 
tunately they diſcovered the men on the maſts, 


and came in time to ſave them from impend- 
iog ruin. 


This voluntary act of friendſhip and hnma- 
pity placed the fiſherinan in a very noble point 
of view, and again called forth expteſſi us of 
gratitude from the ſtorm-beat crew. Bui the 
friendſhip of this man did not end here 5 he 
took them to his houſe, furniſhed them with 
| | every 
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every , neceſſary.” to recruit their exhauſted 
ſtrength, ang afterwards 1h! Red them, 72 4 
fruitleſs ttempt to recoyer a, part, of the 
wreck, rough his aliftance #64 A Cole 
tion was made for the crew, among the neigh 
bouring .gentry, and, farmers, and a ſuſficient 
ſum procured to convey them to Longon.! 
Thus was poor Tom Tackle again ſet on foo 
and thong h perſecuted by the fiend | misfortune 
was Mill Cooled to bear up i in life's Tear. ; 
'As ſoon : as Tom hailed London he immedi- 
ately ſet about ſeeking for a freſh birth; but 
from the vaſt number of ſeamen then out of 
employ, he remained a long time on his own 
hands. His m: oney was nearly exhauſted, and 
thooy h ſome ot his foÞ.ner companions had 
ratitude enou gh to acknowledge the obligations 
which they owed to his friendſhip, and genero- 
ſity enough to repay the favour, yet theſe were 
Few to the number who put gn. the face of 
Forgeffulneſs, and, like himſ-If were too poor to 

.aford him any eſſential ſervice, When Tom 
is fluſh of money, no mon. was, ſeemingly 
anore heloved, and no min had a mote, nume 
Tous acquaintance ; and when his improvident 
-generolicy had ſtript him of every penny, no 
man was more ſhunned, or had fewer friends, 
Sill this ingratitude of his fellow-:;nen, though 
f repeatedly 
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8 
ſe, of bis 


repeatedly experienced, in the cour 
; voyage through life, was unable to remoye 
(Pom fl. breaſt the generous glow of benevolence, 


or to render his heart balldüs to che ſufferings 
of humanity. If tver the precept which our 
great teacher taught was ſtrictly followed by 
frail moftal, honeſt TacklE was the man. 
He invariably returned good for evil, and not 
only forgave the injuries h recelyed, but alſo 
forgot them, 2 8 br 3 

| Io the interim between, his arrival in London 
and his obtaining a birth; Tom ſuffered many 
hardſhips. His money was all gone, and though 
he endeavoured, as much as man could do, to 
get employment, yet it was all to no purpoſe. 
Nor was he lingular in his misfortunes ; many 


neſs, And here one cannot help regretting 
that no better proviſion has been made by go- 
vernment for thoſe brave fellows, whoſe lives 


ind country when their ſervice is rende!ed no 
| longer neceſſary. An officer when peace is, 


but the poor ſailor is ſent adrift with only 
IS Greenwich, if he can get it, and is left to 
earn a livelihood in thoſe employments, for 
BS which the very nature of his avocation renders 
H i him 
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a ſtrong and abi ſeaman- was ſtarving in idte- 


have been expoſed in the defence of their king 
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# reſtored, has a decent ſulficiency in his halt pay; 
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Y bim totally unit, This, however, is a dee 
which we muſt leave to time to remove; ant as 
power has ſhewn a diſpoſition to 


the executiye 
ameliorate the condition of this deſcription of 
perſons in ſome particulars, we may reaſonably 


hope that they will extend i it to others, 


| Without money, almoſt without friends, and 
unemployet, poor Tom dragged on a life of 


penury and ſorrow. The day was ſpent in a 


truitleſs ſe arch after a birth, and the night paſſed 
in deploring his unfortunate ſituation, and plan- 
ning ſchemes which he was never able to exe- 


cute. At laſt fortune, weary of perſecuting 


the unfortunate mariner, introduced him to the 
natice of the maſter of a Dublin trader, with 
whom he engaged for a voyage for little more 
than his keep. 


Tom had never been in Ireland before, and 
when he returned to England, he gave a very 
curious account of the metropolis of that king- 


dom. The firſt thing, he ſaid to thoſe who 3 


queſtioned him about this place, that took his 
attention upon entering Dublin, was the ſingu- 
lar appearance of the women, who walk the 
ſtreets. without either hat or bonnet on their ® 


the 


head, Nor is this caſtom wholly confined to i 


5 
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EA tze lower order of the inhabitants; for even 
myo genteel appearance parade about in 

1 FF this manher, and it is as rematkable to ſee a 


* voman in Dublin. with a hat on, as to ſee ont 
Fay nin London with her head uncovered, The 
bly 3 general aþpearatice of the place and its inhahi- 

| W tants, is wretchedneſs combined with grandeur 
hy and idleheſs with extravagante! Nor is this 


oc MF fff habir of a few; it is the charaReriſtic of 
18 tde whole natlon: a popular concern to unite 
at once every ſpecies of diſſipation, filthineſs, 


ped and extottion ; and this will ſtrike a ftranger 
lan-= TS the” more forcible, as it is found where he 
de IF would leaſt expect it. 
ting + | 1 
FO The fireets and avenues 6f this city afe 
wit XX crouded with the moſt miſerable objects, whoſe 
more WM importunate clamburs for charity are trouble- 
X ſome in the higheſt degree. In the environs 
re ſeen numbers of dirty wretches, whoſe 
| AN". BF fole employment ſeems to conſiſt in diveſting 
very FF each other of filth and vermin. If yon enter 
Fes, "Fx atly place, 4 crond of tacſe poor wretches 
7 ey 2X infeſt the door, through «hich you muſt paſs, 
* 3 and he is fortunate indeed who eſcapes the 
8 FX vermin which are crawling about thetn. In 
| . 2 mort, Tom obſerved, that though he hat 
1 1 viũted many countries, and made many obſef- 
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ations upon — yet he never was in, one 
that betrayed. ſuch a mixture of louſineſs and 
lazineſs, miſery and magnificence, 
is i, Fs was 3 account which Tom gaye 
& Dublin ang ; its inhal itants, which, however 
unfavourable it way appear, contain certain 
and uncontrovertible truths, But notwith- 
ſtanding that he, had imbihed a diſlike to the 
Iriſh, people, he was always on good terms 
with them; and never treated them, either 
with, contempt or inſult, He made ſeveral 
ſucceſsful voyages from London-, to Dublin 
touching at ſeveral other ſea ports in that 
kingdom, in each ſuceſſive one of which 
the captzin was ſo well ſatisfied with his 
abilities and induſtry, that he increaſed his 
wages, and took eyery opportunity. of pay- 
ing him all the reſpect in his power. His 
fellow-ſailors alſo were great admiters of Tom's 
good nature and honeſt diſpoſition ; : and in 
this, as well as in all other ſhips'-companys 
that be had failed with, he had the ſatistaction 
of, being eſteemed, and living. in the bigheſt 
harmony and , friendſkip. But Tom, Who 
was never a great favourite of fortune, ſhortly 
after experienced another change. The, cap- 
tain, that he had ſailed under, was taken ill 
while 
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— by. in the river, and ſoon after died; 
the” veſſel was paid off, and he was again 
adrift, * His ſituation at this time, hows 
ever, was better than it had been on ſimilar 


_ occaſions ; he had plenty of money, was well 


cloathed, and wanted for nothing, Ae ſoon 
as be left the ſhip he ſought out his formet 
acquaintances, nay, ſuch was the ſimplicity 
of his nature, even” thoſe very companions 
who, in his former neceſſities, refuſed him 
relief, and even ſhunned his company. 


Among other places which he viſited was 
the houſe kept by the gentle dame, who had 
treated him with ſo much tenderneſs and 
eſteem while his money laſted ;- and whoſe 
fondneſs decreaſed as his pocket became leſs 
valuable. When he entered this houſe the 
good woman immediately exclaimed, **As Tlive 
and am an honeſt woman, here is my old friend 
and acquaintance Mr, Tackle!“ and then ran 
to ſalute him, 1 

The reader will eaſily imagine why Tom 
met with ſo flattering a reception. His ap- 
pearance was ſuch as announced him not deſ- 
ritate of the rhino: and it was to the ſup- 
poſition that he was well ſupplied with the 

h H 3 one 
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one thing needful that urged the friendly 
landlady to expreſs her happineſs at ſeeing 
her old friend Mr, Tackle, "This ſuppoſition 
of this accommodating fair one was ſoon re- 
alized, by Tom's calling for a crown bowl 
of punch to treat ſome ſailors with who were 
ſitting in the tap-room ; and of whom it ſeems 
he had not the leaſt knowledge; but they 
were ſailors, and that was a ſufficient recom- 
mendation to his notice. 


In proportion as Tom's generoſity increaſed, 
the landlady redoubled her civilities, and ſo 
wheedled herſelf into the heart of the unſuſ- 
petting fellow, that after a few glaſſes of 
liquor he began to find his former partiality 
return ; and ſhe, who ſold her favours to the 
higheſt bidder, ſhewed no reſiſtance to the 
amorous propenſities of her former lover, 
The vulgar phraſe of Tom Tackle was now 
changed to the more ſoft and polite appellation 
of Mr. Tackle ; the beſt bed in the houſe Molly 
was ordered to get ready for him; indeed 
Mr. Tackle generally began and ended 
every ſentence ſpoken by this accommod- 
datiig dame. But alas! this eivility was 
but of ſhort duration, and the harſh-ſounding 
act. Tom, was ſoon ſubſtituted for the 
affected 
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afft ted title of Mifer. Why and wherefore 
this metatnotphoſis was effected the readet 
will be informed in the ſuccceding chapter 
to which we intreat his attention. 4 
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CHAP. VI. 


The beginning of this has diſcovers Tom Tackle 
in a flate of harmony with hit Wapping-miftreſs, 
avhich proves of ſhort duration. — He goes to In- 
dia; and in his, voyage back, awhile laying at 
th Cape, is miraculouſly faut the - Tatrepitlity 

ts 4 planter.t— Meets with ax old. Sbipmate at 
the. Gape, Who br7 mys Tom home'; ; relirtagrom 
the ſervice and tales Tom wwiih him, allowing 
him a ſuitable proviſion for his ſupport :— Tom 
fhews his fill and ingenuity in the embarking of 
the cavalry at Black-wall, which ſaves a horſe's 
life; and concludes, 


HE attention which the artful and deſi gu- 
ing Wappinger paid Tom, lulled him 


into a ſtate of fond credulity, which, however, 
was 
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was not of long duration, and from which ad- 
verſi ity. ſoon” ronſed him. He had now lived 
in the houſe near two months, in the utmoſt 
harmony; and as Tom was profuſe in ſpending 
his money, the good woman was equally liberal 
of her ſmiles and careſſes. At length, how- 
ever, this dream of happineſs was ended. Tom 
was again poor, and was again deſpiſed. He 
then, as before, flew from the ingrate, and, 
far as he was advanced in years, engaged in 

another voyage to India. q 


In the variety of voyages he had made, 
le Tom, notwithſtanding that he had ſuffered 
many hardſhips, and was often in danger of 
loßing his life, was always more or leſs ſucceſs- 
ful: in this fortune ſeemed to forſake him. 
Returning home; and while he lay at anchor 
in the Cape, he had nearly loſt his life, when 
= he was -miraculouſty ſaved by the intre- 
I pility of one of the planters belonging to the 
place. The means of his reſcue is recorded 
by Mr, Par, in his Travels round the World; 
e's ad that it may not ſuffer by the weakneſs 

| ot expreſſion, I ſhall relate the anecdote in the 
uthor's own words, who ſays 


; x 1 ſhoukl have found it difficult. to give 
rech, hat it not happened at this place the 
evening 
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evening before my arrival; and if, beſides th 
public notoriety of the fact, I had not been 


an eye-witneſs of thoſe vehement emotions © 
ſympathy, blended with admiration, Which it 


had juſtly excited in the mind of every indi- 
vidual at the Cape. | x 


« A violent gale of wind ſetting in from 
north north weſt, a veſſel in the road dragged 
her anchors, was forced upon the rocks, and 
bulged ; and while the greater part of the 
crew fell an immediate ſactifice to the waves, 
the remainder were ſeen from the ſhore ſtrug- 
gling for their lives by clinging to different 
pieces of the wreck. The ſea ran dreadfully 
high, and broke over the ſailors -with ſuch 
amazing fury, that no boat whatever would 
venture to their aſſiſtance. Meanwhile a plan- 
ter, conſiderably advanced in life, had come 
from lis farm to be a ſpectator of the ſhip- 
wreck : his heart was melted at the fight of 
the unhappy ſeamen; but knowing the bold 
and enterprizing ſpirit of his horſe, and his 
particular excellence as a ſwimmer, he inſtantly $ 
determined to make a deſperate effort for their 
deliverance. He slighted ard blew à little 
brandy up his horſe's noſtrils, when again ſeat- ? 
ing himſelf firm in his ſaddle, he * 3 

00 
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ef od into the midſt of the breakers, At firſt 
of both diſappeared ; but it was not long before 
it they floated on the ſutfece, and ſwam to the 
li- wreck ; when taking with him two men, each 


of whom held by one of his boots, he brought 
them ſafe to ſhore. This perilous experiment 


* he repeated no ſeldomer than ſeven times, and 
*＋ ſaved fourteen lives to the public; but on his 
wel return the cighth time, his horſe being much 
* fatigned, and meeting a moſt formidable wave, 


he loſt his balance, and was overwhelmed in a 


* moment, The liorfe ſwam ſafe to land, Gar 
nt his gallant ridei, alas! was no more.“ 

ly 

ch Of the fourteen lives thus ſaved, honeſt 
ald Tom Tackle was one; who no ſooner ſaw 


the fate of his brave deliverer, than he fell 


an- 
me into the moſt extravagant fit of giicf and ſor- 
ip- row, and was actually ſeveral days confined to 


of | his bed from the effects which theſe emotions 

Id | occaſi.ned. Indeed the e of the intrepid 
his planter was deeply regretted by all who were 
tiy eye. wirneſſes of the melancholy cataſtrophe ; 
eir | and will, to the lateſt hour of time, continue 
tle 10 ras from the feeling heart the gh of 
At- 1 pity. : 


When Tom was ſufficiently recoverd, he 
began 
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began to look out for a veſſel; on board which 
he might get a paſſage to England; and in 4 
few days an homeward-bound India-man touch · 
ed at the Cape; the captain of whom had, for- 
merly been a ſhipmate of Tom's, and immedi- 
ately recognized his perfon, In this ſhip Tom 
returned to England, fully reſolved to. go to 
ſea no more. Bus h. how was he te earn a live- 
lihood ? His youth had been waſted in the ſer- 
vice, without the attainment of a proviſion for 
age. This provition he might have poſſeſſed 
had it not been for his improvideat- generoſity, | 
which led bim always to conſider the wants 
and neceſſities of other people, before thoſe of 
his own. . This failing his fellow ſhip- mate, 
the captain, was well acquai! ted with; and 
as he himſelf having realized a handſome for- 
tune, intended to retire from the ſervice, and 
had taker a houſe in the county of Kent, there 
to finiſh ina quiet retirement, the remainder of 
his lite ; healf- determined to provide in the 
| fame manner for Tom; ſetting apart a weekly 
allowanc< for his ſupport, which was too little 
for him to be prodigal, and too much to be 
poor. | - | 


Thus then honeſt Tackle met a deſerving 
proviſion for the infirmities of old age; and 


was 
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was ſuugly ſituated near the habitation of 4 
friend, with whom he could converſe on former 
1 diſficulties, while he laughed at the care they 
created. Pars 


1 r 


| WE Before T cloſe the hiſtory of Tom T ackle, 


there is one anecdote that occurs to my memo- 
j ry, which as it reflects no inconſiderable ſhare 
of merit on his (ill and ingenuity as a ſeaman, 
and ſhews that he had ſeen ſervice, I cannot 
WT reſiſt giving to my readers. There is alſo 
another circumſtance which very much urges. 
Wc to commit it to the preſs; viz, that of 
Wits recent performance, The occaſion which 
Wecalled for this ſkill and this ingennity, is freſh 
Win the mind of every one, and form an inte- 
eiſling period in the annals of this. country, 
(0 * 

| At the commencement of the preſent war, 
the troops which were drafted to ſerve on the 
continent, were ordered to embark at 


Ft: zv's Dock, Blackwall: to which. place 


they were attended by his majeſty, ſeveral of 
of the royal family, and a great many of the 
principle nobility and gentry ; together with 
many thouſand ſpectators. Indeed it was a 
gp vcry- noble ſight, and welk calculated both 
rom its novelty, and the importance of the 
| occaſion 
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the maſter of the tranſport, and the offices of 
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occaſion to attract a croud. The number of 
cavalry embarked at this time was 1000, and 
which was effected ig fo ſmall a ſpace of time 


28 half an hour. But during this ceremony, 
either from the over-vigilance of the ſoldiers, 


who were holding on at the ſnatch-block, or 
ſome other untoward accident, the tackle got 
foul, and a very fine horſe was ſuſpended in 
the air for full twenty minutes. Every exer- 
tion was tried by thoſe employed in the bu- 


fineſs of embarkation, but unhappily without 


effect: and the loſs of the horſe appeared in- 
evitable, when Tom, who, though deemed too 
old for ſervicice had got ſome ſhare of ſtrength 
left, and whoſe ſkill in theſe affairs was not in 
the leaſt impaired by age, being at that time 
on board from curioſity, aſcended the main 
ſtay, and by a ſucceſsful effort of ſtrength, 
combined with practical ſkill, reſcued the poor 
animal from his perilôus ſituation, and the 
davger („ee the'plate) that threatened him, 
and ſafely depoſited him in the hold of the 
veſſel, to the great ſatisfaction of the anxious 
ſpectators, who gave him three loud huzzas 
on the occafion, 
| 70. 
To this applauſe ſucceeded the thanks of 


the 


N 


Mitte 
FAR 
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the regiment embarked on board, lich were 
attended with a very handſome gratuity, which 

Tom, do far from keeping Himſelf, as he thought 
he had done nothing more than his duty, and 
conſequently was not deſerving any reward, 
immediately diſtributed in liquors ameng thoſe - 
on board; diinking a Denn to the Kivg, aud 
ſucceſs to his forces 


This tranſsction was not unknown to his 
friend; who as well as Tackle had been drawn 
there to ſee the fight, and for the ſervice 
which he rendered on this occaſion, and the 
 difintereſtedneſs of conduct which he diſplayed, 
gave him a double allowance of grog at night, 
and ſent him to bed quite mellow, with a heart 
ful! of loyalty to his. ſovereign, and love for 
his country ; after chaunting his two following 
favorite airs, viz, 


OD ſave great George our King, 
Long live our noble King, 
Ce ſave the Kt Ing ! 
Send him victorious, 
Happy and glorious, 
Long to rergy Over us, 


Ged ſave our King ! 
T2 =: O Lord. 
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O Lord our God ari iſe, RV's , 

Scatter his Enemies, 

And make 6 fall. 

| Gorfound heir politics, 

Fruſtrate their ænauiſb tricks, 

On George our hopes are fit, „ 
God fave us all 


Thy \choicefl gifts in fore, 1 
On George be pleas d to pour, 
. Long may 15 reign: ö 
May he Sins our laws, | 
And ever give us cauſe 61 9h F 
To . "ng awith heart. and wolce - © 
l * Jeve the ' King / 


ME, 


— K n. 2 - 


HEN Britons firſt at hegwin's command, 

Aroſe from out the azure main, 8 

This was the chatter, the charter of the land, | 
And guaraian Hngels Jung the train. 


© Rule Britannia, Britannia role the waves, ] + 
„% For Britons never a be 61% 4 | 
i 


7 he nations not þ 37 * as Ms 1 : 
Muft in their turns to tyrants fall, 4 
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Milf thou ſhalt flouriſh great and frees [1 
all! 92 dread and en of n all. 8 
Still more majeflic thou Salt riſe, * * 
More dreadful from cach foreign rote, 
And the loud blafts that tear the ſkies,  ' ' 
Serve but to root thy native oak. 


Thee, haughty tyrants ne er ſhall tame. 
vp All their attempts to pull thee down, 
3 s Will but arouſe thy generous flame, 

And work their tvbe and thy reavui. | 
7 | To thee belongs the rural plain, | 
1 4 Thy tities hall with commerce Hine, 
Aid /hize hall be the ſubje# of the maing 
And every Hrine encircle thine, | 


—_ The Muſes till with freedom found, 

d, Shall to thy happy hore repair, | 
#3 # Blef ifle ! sil matchleſs beauty erown'd, 
; 1 Aud manly bearts to guard the fair, 


a r, 
Britons Rrike home, vewvenge revenge | 
Your country's ewrongs ; 
Fight, fight aud record, fight, fight, fiebt, 
Fight aud record yourſelves in Dyuid*s ſonzs. 
2 _ "FF Thus 


woes „ — ä — — 


102 LIFE AND ADVENTURES 


Thus we ſee, whether in ſervice or out of 
ſervice, honeſt Tom Tackle was al wayt ready 
to give aſſiſtance where it was wanted. He 
was one who never refuſed to do à good office: 
to ſerve and benefit his ſriends he would have 
ſacrificed his own intereſt, and even his ene- {| 
mies very often derived aſſiſtance from his 
generous and placid Ciſpoſition, which was 
always alert to forgive an injury, and never | 
ſonght to revenge it. ee 


Secure trom the attacks of misiortune, and 
guarded from the horrors of want, Tom now 
| finds himlelf ſate in tle boſom of content, 
near the refivence of bis old ſhipmate, where 
he paſſes his time in telling to the ruſtics of the 
place, the adventures of his youth, ralks of bat- 
tles won, of ſtorms and hurricanes that endan- 
gered his life, and of hair-breadth eſcapes which b 
he had paſſed. He leads io the nat the village 
ale houſe; the weekly paper, comments on the 
progreſs of the-war, which he heartily wiſhes 
at end, and bieathes a ſigh for thoſe who are 


expoſed to its hot rors. 


1 To all his friends he makes ſtated viſits, 


and whenever he comes is treated with reſpect. 


« 
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of Indeed who can but eſteem a mana of Tom 
dy Tackle's diſpoſition ; which though it contained 
Je many particles to excite cenſnre, poſſeſſed a 
e: greater number that deſerved applauſe. Cre- 
ve | dulity frequently miſled his judgment, and the 
e- benevolence ofhis heart was too violent to liſten 
his ' to the admonitions of prudence: but whenever 
vas | this was the caſe, the error was attributable only 
ver to his head, his heart was untainted by vice; 


and when reflefion has urged a retroſpect 
of his paſt life, he has frequently been heard 
to declaie that there was ne part in it which he 
could got contemplate with pleaſure, if the fault 
of quitting his apprenticeſhip, was excepted ; 
and even this he had endeavored to amend by 
his: ſubſequent return to his maſter, and fvl- 
filling the terms of his indentures, - 


Had this poor fellow. been prudent as he 
was generous; or in other words had he poſ- 
ſeſſed the power of diſcrimination to an extent 
equal with his benevolence, he would not, per- 
haps, have owed his ſupport in old age to the 
bounty of another: for certain it is, the ſums 
whieh he profuſely laviſhed on thoſe whoſe 
idleneſs and depravity ill-merited aſſiſtance. 
had they been huſbanded in a proper manner, 

7 | | would 


for the neceſſities and wants of declining age. 
But as theſe ate reflections which never ei. 
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would have afforded” him an ample proviſion 


gage Tom's attention, ſo they cannot diminiſh 
his felieity, and whether giving or receiving a | 
benefit he is equally happy. N 4 
But the reader, perhaps, will like to be in- 
formed who the perſon was to whom Tom owed 
his preſent good fortune; and J am happy in 
having it in my power to ſatisfy his inquiry ; 
as in fo doing I ſhall exhibit, in the perſon 
of another BRITISH Tar the portrait of 
GRATITUDE, WS] * 


In the Ath chapter of this book the reader il 
will recolle& that the ſhip ow which Tom was vt 4 
on board in a voyage from Jamaica, by being 
over-laden had nearly faundered in a gale o: 
wind, But was miraculouſly ſaved by the whim: 4 
cal occurence of Tom's füt, which he had .ſ 
hung by a tow-line at the kde of the veſfel, 3 
being ſucked into the leak;, and that prior t» 4R 
this circumſtance, his ſkill and exeitions hal 
recommended him to the notice of the cap.ain; 
who-from this moment conceived a great hiking 
to him, which a ſtrict obſeryation ot his future | 
conduct and diſpoſition” ripened into the moſt 

pertect 


* 
wo 
v F 25 


\.4 FY ' 
t \ 
” 4 1 
a . 

6. 


Me 
is 


ob TOM. TACK LE+!.I1 3125 


perſect ſriendſhip and eſteem. In this map the 


on 18 ma 
ige. reader wilh behold the fried of Tackie. He 
en. then plainly ſaw the failings as well. as the 
nifh goodneſs of Tom's heart, and regreties that he 
ga poſſeſſed ſo little kuowledge of the orld, ſec- 


ing that the luſtre of his benevolence was often 
tarniſhed by the indiſcriminate manner in Which 
it was heſlowed. Thie portion of ſuch an one 


ved | in old 'age he we'l knew would be that of po- 
in verty; and that thoſe to whom he now, gave fo 
ry; WH liberally, whatever might be their ſituation, would 
ſon WW 100k upon him with, an eye of indifference, and 
_ of WM though fortune ſhould bleſs them with ability, 
che would want the inclination to relieve his 
gncceſſities, : | 
der 7 | "Np : 
. - Theſe eonfiderations made him determine on 
- being himfelf his patron, as ſoon as fortune, 
. (for he was not at that time very rich) ſhould 
nad e him an opportunity of effecting his laudable 
deſign, On his arrival from every voyage he 


eh rade enquiries after Tom, and fill found him 
19 the ſame generous thoughtleſs ſellow. At 


if , * 1 x * 
1 1 o long anticipated, when he was to bid adieu 
{Ss eo the turbulent main, and retire with his family 

into the hoſum of peace. As ſoon as he had 


10!t | e | , 
—_ * ixed himielf, his next care was to find out 
wo g Tom 
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Tem; but ſome months elapſed beſore he 
ſiicceeded in his ſearch; and when this event 
took place, his appearance indicated the moſt 
ee extremepoverty and diftreſs. 


Aſter the ungenerous treatment of his Wap 
ping- dame, on whom, and her cuſtomers he 
laviſhed the g: ins of his laſt voyage, he retired 
into an obſcure pot-houte, nearer the bridge; 
his days were ipent in a fi uitleſs ſearch after 
employment, and his nights in lamenting the 
folly of his paſt conduct, and exeerating the 
ingratitude of the world. Every article of his 
wearing apparel had heen parted with for the 
ſupport of nature, and aſter long forbearance 
the landlord had ſhut the door againſt him. 
In this forlorn plight he was wandering the 
ſtreets when his preſent friend the captain met, 
accoſted, and took him home with him, where 
he has ever fince reſid ed ina ſnug little cot near 
the houſe of his patron, from whom he re- 
ceived a weekly ſt pend; juſt ſufficient for his 

+ ſupport, and to ſatisfy every want; and as the 
ng ſays ** Juſt enough to be generous, too 
;much to be poor.“ 


tt; 


1 
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OM TACKLE was —_— was rue 0 tie 
word, | 
If merit bought titles, Tom mi 757 be a wk | | 
Hew gaily his bark thro" life's 5 ocean ayould ſail, 
Tvuch tal bed the rigging, and honor the gate; 
Yet Tom had a failing, if ever man had, | 
That good as he vas, made him all that was bad; 
He was paltry and pitiful, ſcurvy-and mean | 
And the faivellinget ſcoundrel that ever was ſten, 
For /o ſaid the girls, and the landlord”s long ſcore, 


Wouid you know what this fault was, Tom Tackle 
was poor, -— +» 


„Tat oer on a time when we took a galloon, 

And the erexv touch'd the agent for caſh to fie 
tune, 

Tom a trip took to jail an-old mſmate to P 

And four thankful prattlers ſoon [at on his knnee; 


Then Tom was an angel, downright from Heaven ; 
ſent, f | 


While they'd hands be his goodneſs Joould never 


repent ; 


$ Rcturn'd from next voyage he bemoan'd his ſad [oft 


To find his dear Friend ſhut the door in his face; 


Why d'ye wonder, cry'd one, you're ſeru'd vight 
to be ſure, 


Once Tom Tackle was rich, now Tun Tackle i 11 
poor. 
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A F ye tener in high maxim abt 


But don s this Jams, honor concern poor and ric , 


N L 


w 
„ A. © 


4 „ Fron, * 
And* Ine! if wer tar bad 4 "you: had; 
LP eb Tom. ; ? \ 


4 4 1. fannt ho. ar otber, Tom never did right, F 

| Fj None Pienv better tbe time <vhen 19 ſpartor to flu, 
5 Nc Ir al once preſers'd'crew and ſhip, 
| * Sgv "ye commodore's li ife, then he made lieb rare 
of £6 ; i „ 4 — 
* Ard yet for all this no one Tom add endure, 

4th / fancy | as beo! tas btcauſe he aua, 26885 


e 2 Taft an old Shipman, that Tom 3 bail land, 
”  Whe ſaw that his heart ſaiPd too faft for his hand, 
In the riding of comfort a mooring to find, 
Ke e d the Juils of T. om”s yrs tune which Jhook i in 
42 ai; 
He gave him enough thro? life? s ocean to Nr, 
B. the breeze what it might, Rleaily thus or no near, 
is pittance is daily, and yet Tom imparts 
527 de cum to his friends, and may all honeft hear ts 
5 Like Tom Tackle bave hat W the wo * from 
13 F pe door, 21 
| Ju el to be generous, too much to be poor. 
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